199/23
          
PLUMTREE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Burnside Memorial Hall at 6:00 pm on Monday 20th November 2023
Present: 
Cllr M Bylina (Chairman), Cllr M Clark, Cllr R Fielding, Cllr A Kerrison, Cllr P Perkins, Cllr J Richards, Cllr J Cottee (RBC and NCC), Cllr T Wells (RBC), R Hague (Clerk) and 1 Member of the Public
1
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies received from Cllr R Inglis (RBC) and Cllr A Burnett.
2
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 


None.
3
OPEN SESSION

A resident commented on the amount of litter there was in the village, problem areas included Cotgrave Road towards the A606 junction and Main Road towards the A606 junction. Cllr Clark noted that Streetwise had carried out a litter pick after the grass had been cut a couple of weeks ago, but weather conditions on the day had been poor and more rubbish had since been left in the layby on Main Road.
4

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER 2023
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 18th September 2023 were accepted by the Council and signed by Cllr Bylina as a true account of the meeting. 
5

BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATES
Cllr Cottee reported that the Local Community Fund closes to applications on 24th November and noted that the meeting with Trent Barton buses had taken place last week. Highways related items were going to be covered under item 6.
Cllr Wells noted that there were not currently any planning related matters for Plumtree.

6
HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS

(a) Road Surface on Cotgrave Road

The Parish Council had been contacted by a resident expressing concern about the road surface on Cotgrave Road, from behind the Church to the A606 junction. The Clerk had reported this to the County Council. The Parish Councillors were in agreement that the road surface was poor and needed addressing, this section of road had been marked up when Old Main Road was resurfaced and the Parish Council believe this section was meant to have been resurfaced as well. Cllr Cottee will take this up with the Highways Officers.

Another resident had written to the Parish Council about other road related matters. The hedge on Main Road which impedes visibility had been trimmed but still posed a hazard. The County Council are going to contact the owner to ask for the corner of the hedge to be cut at a chamfered angle to allow for improved visibility. The school minibus parked on Church Hill is not doing so illegally, however the Highways District Manager is going to look into the matter further. The potholes and surface water on Church Lane have been reported to the County Council and both a usual inspection and wet weather inspection will be carried out. 
7
TRENT BARTON BUS SERVICE UPDATE


The Trent Barton meeting in Keyworth last week was well attended. Trent Barton confirmed there were no issues with the drivers or the buses and that delays were as a result of road congestion. The two congested areas being Wheatcrofts Island and the Main Road/A606 junction in Plumtree. The situation has been made worse by traffic coming through Plumtree to avoid the Ruddington roadworks. If the pedestrian lights on the A606 by the Plumtree turn were phased then the problem may be alleviated as it would allow vehicles to enter and exit the village. Cllr Kerrison spoke about Section 106 money from the new housing development in Keyworth and asked Cllr Cottee and Cllr Wells if this could be used to add electronic displays to the bus stops in Plumtree and Tollerton. Cllr Wells stated that the approximate costs of the electronic displays are £25,000 so it is unlikely there will be sufficient funding for this as it was specified in the agreement what the funding is for and that the Section 106 money won’t be paid until after all houses are sold. Trent Barton are now looking at adjusting the service to every 20minutes in order to run to schedule. Ruth Edwards MP is now involved with the matter and has written to Keyworth residents with a survey on the bus service. Cllr Clark and the Clerk will draft a letter to be emailed to Plumtree residents with a link to the survey, the Clerk will also write to Nottinghamshire County Council to request that they consider phasing the traffic lights.
200/23
8
ENVIRONMENT 


The broken stile opposite Chestnut Farm which had been reported in the summer was yet to be repaired. The Clerk had chased this with the Rights of Way Officer but had not had a response. Cllr Cottee to follow up.

         
9

CRICKET CLUB CAR PARK UPDATE
Cllr Kerrison updated the meeting. The cricket club has now altered it’s constitution and has a smaller executive committee. A meeting is going to be scheduled over the next couple of weeks with Cllr Kerrison, Cllr Bylina and the committee to discuss the car park improvement works. The Parish Council agreed that the cricket club had until Christmas to either commit to the improvement works, which would then be carried out in the spring before the start of the cricket season or would need to return the grant to the Parish Council.
10

D DAY 80 EVENT PLANS

The Parish Council are looking to hold a joint event with Normanton on the Wolds Parish Council and Plumtree Church. Cllr Clark said that a fish and chip supper in the church grounds, followed by music of that era had been suggested. Cllr Perkins agreed to be Plumtree Parish Council’s representative on a working party group for the event.

11

WEBSITE SPONSORSHIP

Previously the Parish Council had offered sponsorship on the website to a small number of local businesses, this had not been reviewed in some time. The Parish Council agreed that the Clerk would write to Perkins Restaurant, Wolds Daycare, The Griffin and Ives & Co to see if they would like to sponsor the website for £50 each annually from 1st January 2024.

12

PLANNING



There were no new application to discuss. 
The variations to the planning application for Perkins Restaurant (23/01907/VAR) is still pending a Rushcliffe Borough Council decision.

13

FINANCE


Cllr Bylina thanked Cllr Cottee for £400 received towards the pinfold gate replacement and sign refurbishment. Cllr Cottee, Cllr Wells and one member of the public left the meeting.

(a) Payments for Approval 


 The following list of payments had been circulated prior to the meeting and were accepted by the Council.

	Date
	Payee
	Reason
	Total

	20/11/2023
	Rempstone Parish Council
	SLCC Membership (Shared Costs)
	£37.40

	30/11/2023
	Burnside Memorial Hall
	November Meeting Room Hire
	£27.00


(b) Bank Reconciliation and Year to Date
The bank reconciliation and year to date figures up to 8th November had been circulated prior to the meeting and were accepted by the Council. 
(c) Budget Planning for 2024/25

The Clerk had circulated a draft budget which will be formally agreed at the next meeting. Spending for 2023/24 had so far been lower than expected, therefore it is likely that a precept increase will not be necessary. The Parish Council will consider the budget further in January when it is known if the cricket club grant will be repaid or not.

The Parish Council are currently only receiving a low rate of interest for the reserves held. The Clerk had looked at accounts with Natwest with a 35day or 60day notice period for withdrawals, the interests rates on these is around double that which the Parish Council currently receives. The Council agreed to open and transfer the reserves to such an account. Cllr Bylina and the Clerk will liaise over which will be most suitable and will arrange for the account to be opened and the current savings account closed.
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14

CORRESPONDENCE


(a) NALC Pay Rates for 2023/24

NALC have announced the Clerk’s pay rate for 2023/24 to be back paid from April 2023 – accepted by the Council. 

(b) Payroll Services

The accountant currently processing the payroll has given notice that he will no longer be offering this service after the end of the financial year. The clerk had obtained three quotes from other providers and also a price for the software. It was agreed to accept the quote of £120 + VAT per annum from a local accountancy firm in Ruddington.

15

COUNCILLOR REPORTS AND NEXT AGENDA ITEMS 

Cllr Bylina thanked Cllr Fielding for organising and installing a defibrillator at The Griffin. The defibrillator can be used by the local community. After dialling 999 the call handler will provide the caller with the access code. The Clerk will put information about the defibrillator on the village website. A new sign is needed for the noticeboard.
Next agenda to include: Cricket Club Car Park Update, D Day 80 Plans, Biodiversity Policy, 2023/24 Budget/Precept Planning.
16

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 


Monday 22nd January 2024 at 7.00pm in the Burnside Memorial Hall.

Meeting closed at 8.40pm. 
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