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PLUMTREE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Burnside Memorial Hall at 7:15 pm on Monday 19th May 2025
Present: 
Cllr J Richards (Chair), Cllr R Fielding (Vice Chair), Cllr M Bylina, Cllr M Clark, Cllr P Perkins, R Hague (Clerk), Cllr T Wells (RBC).and 3 Members of the Public
1
ELECTION OF CHAIR


It was proposed and agreed unanimously that Cllr Richards would remain as Chair. Declaration of acceptance of office as Chair forms completed and countersigned by the Clerk.
2
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR


It was proposed and agreed unanimously that Cllr Fielding remain in the role of Vice Chair.
3
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies received from Cllr A Burnett, Cllr J Cottee (RBC & NCC) and Cllr R Inglis (RBC).
4
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 


None.

5
OPEN SESSION


A resident asked how frequently the grass on the verges gets cut, the Clerk responded that the County Council cut the areas within the 30mph zone 5 times during the growing season between May and October. It was also noted that the majority of the potholes on the corner past the church have been marked up for repair.
6

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 24TH MARCH 2025
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 24th March 2025 were accepted by the Council and signed by Cllr Richards as a true account of the meeting. 
7

BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT

Cllr Wells provided an update, due to the County Council elections the Borough Council had been in a period of purdah, therefore there was little to report. Cllr Cottee will become the new Mayor of Rushcliffe on Thursday. Cllr Wells reported that the litter picking which had taken place in Plumtree in March had been arranged between the volunteers and Streetwise. On Thursday Rushcliffe Borough Council will be agreeing which councillors are on which committees for the year. Cllr Richards read out an update from Cllr Cottee regarding work to the junction of Main Road and the A606 which is now due to take place in August.
8
HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS
(a) Church Lane 
Work to Church Lane was not included in the programme for 2025/26. Cllr Clark reported that residents were intending on approaching James Naish MP for advice.
It was noted that Severn Trent Water had sent letters to some residents about a road closure on Main Road between 28th May and 30th May. There had been no official notification from Via, the Clerk will follow this up to establish what the diversion route would be and to ensure measures are put in place to prevent Church Lane being used as a cut through.
9

PLANNING

24/02172/FUL - 4 The Green, Church Lane, Plumtree - Two storey side extension with stepped rear access. Removal of existing front garden wall – PC No objections to revised plans.

10
PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY


There had been no requests for an election to fill the vacancy, so the Parish Council can now fill the vacancy by co-option. Parishioners are invited to contact the Clerk for more information and to officially register an interest in being co-opted by the end of June, with the intention that the new councillor will be co-opted at the meeting on the 21st July.

11
PLUMTREE SCHOOL PARKING

The cricket club car park is typically being used by the school mini bus and 5 or 6 members of staff on a daily basis, those still parking on Church Hill are more spaced out with does help. Two residents attending the meeting 
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did note that parents are repeatedly parking on and/or obstructing residents’ driveways, parents have been witnessed being verbally abusive. It was agreed that the Clerk would write to notify the school. Cllr Wells offered to see if anyone from the enforcement team could visit and issue tickets to those parked on double yellow lines.
12
ENVIRONMENT 

Cllr Richards reported that his contractor has now started mowing the grass by the village sign. 
13
REPLACEMENT VILLAGE ENTRY SIGNS UPDATE

The pattern went to the foundry on 22nd April and will be there for 4-6weeks. Once completed the company will be able to give us an estimated completion date, which is likely to be sometime in the autumn. The councillors expressed displeasure at the slow progress with the contractor.
14
PARISH COUNCIL EMAIL ACCOUNTS


In line with guidance for 2025/26 in which the Parish Council needs to have an email account on a Parish Council owned domain, it was agreed that the Clerk would set this up linked to the current website domain name.
15

FINANCE


(a) End of Year Accounts and Bank Reconciliation
The end of year accounts and bank reconciliation were circulated prior to the meeting and were accepted by the Council.

(b) Assets Register
The assets register had been circulated prior to the meeting and was accepted by the Council.

(c) Review of Insurance Cover 
The insurance renewal had been circulated prior to the meeting and it was agreed that the policy provided the right level of cover and that the Council would renew with the current provider.

(d) Payments for Approval


The following list of payments had been circulated prior to the meeting and were accepted by the Council.
	Date
	Payee
	Reason
	Total

	11/04/2025
	Girling & Co
	Payroll and RTI Submissions for 2024/25
	£144.00

	30/04/2025
	R Hague 
	Salary - Apr
	£356.60

	06/05/2025
	D Dixon
	Internal Audit Fee
	£50.00

	20/05/2025
	Zurich
	Insurance
	£304.00

	30/05/2025
	R Hague 
	Salary - May
	£356.60

	31/05/2025
	Burnside Memorial Hall
	May Meeting Room Hire
	£30.00


16

THE GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE



The Council confirmed that it is still eligible for The General Power of Competence.
17

ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN



(a) Internal Auditor’s Report

The Clerk had circulated the Internal Auditor’s Report prior to the meeting, the observations were noted.

(b) Annual Governance and Accountability Return – Section 1

The Annual Governance and Accountability Return had been circulated prior to the meeting and the statements were accepted by the Council and signed by the Chair and Clerk.

(c) Annual Governance and Accountability Return – Section 2

The Annual Governance and Accountability Return had been circulated prior to the meeting and the accounting statements were accepted by the Council and signed by the Chair.

(d) Certificate of Exemption

Due to the Council’s level of income/expenditure being below £25,000 it was exempt from a compulsory external audit, the Chair and Clerk completed the Certificate of Exemption.
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POLICY REVIEWS

The following policies were reviewed by the Council and signed by the Chair, copies will be published on the Parish Council’s website.

(a) Standing Orders – updates to section 14 and 18.

(b) Code of Conduct – no changes.

(c) Risk Management Scheme – no changes.

(d) Financial Regulations and Internal Controls – updates to section 5.

(e) Publication Scheme – no changes.

(f) GDPR Policies - Data Protection Policy – no changes, Records Retention Policy – no changes, FOI Policy – adopted by the Council.

(g) IT Policy – adopted by the Council.

(h) Health and Safety Policy – adopted in March 2025, next review May 2026.

(i) Equal Opportunities Policy – no changes.

(j) Sexual and General Harassment Policy – no changes.

(k) Complaints Policy – adopted by the Council.

(l) Biodiversity Policy – no changes.

(m) Scheme of Delegation to the Clerk – adopted by the Council.
19

CORRESPONDENCE
(a) Local Nature Recovery Strategy Consultation – no comments.
(b) NALC AGM – 15th October – no attendees.
20

COUNCILLOR REPORTS AND NEXT AGENDA ITEMS 

No matters raised.
Next agenda to include: Plumtree School Parking, Village Signs Update
21

DATE OF NEXT MEETING



Monday 21st July 2025 at 7.00pm in the Burnside Memorial Hall 


Meeting closed at 7.53pm. 
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