WESTMESTON PARISH COUNCIL            
MINUTES OF A  MEETING OF COUNCIL  HELD at the Parish Hall on Tuesday 11th September 2018 AT 7.30pm

PRESENT :-

Mr. R. Mills   -   Chairman



Mr. M. Clark



Mrs. K. Golding



Mrs. C. Mills
 


Mr. V. Tickner

 
Apologies for absence were received from the Clerk Mrs. C. Swan.
1. Apologies for Absence – were received from Mrs. C. Farrands, Mrs. T Haughton.              
2. Minutes of the previous meeting held on 10th July 2018 (previously circulated) were approved and signed.
3. Declarations of Interest:   None were made.
4.    Financial Matters:- 

(a)   Payment of the following invoices was approved:- 
Mrs. C. Swan – salary for April, May, June, July, August and September 2018: £850.00 chq.no.000113

Mrs. C. Mills, reimbursement for Church Corner maintenance July & August:  £70.00 chq.no. 000114

PKF Littlejohn LLP – External Audit fee for 2017/18 financial year: £240.00 chq.000115
Mrs. C. Mills – reimbursement of costs for soil & plants for planters at Church Corner: £86.99 chq.no 000116

Mrs. T. Haughton – reimbursement for new defibrillator pads (half paid by Westmeston parish hall committee):  £41.91  chq.no 000117.

(b)  To note payment of SSALC invoice for £96.00 (Conference fees October 2017 as described in the invoice).

©   Audit of Accounts for 2017/18:  to note the receipt of Certificate of Audit – arrangements have been made for public rights of inspection to be displayed on notice board and website. 

5.    Church Corner:  Rejuvenation of planters – expenditure was approved for soil, plants etc.   Cllrs. R. Mills, T. Haughton and C. Mills have undertaken the refurbishments of the planters which have been planted with herbs and lavender.
6.   Highway Matters:-   (a)   Weed spraying by ESCC – no further action at present.   Chairman thanked Vincent Tickner for his input on behalf of the council.   (b)  Rights of Way – to note action taken re: ploughing up of footpaths 18 and 19A.   The landowner has been contacted via the Rights of Way Officer and he has made a barely visible track which is the minimum requirement.   This will be monitored by Catherine Mills.   Cllr. Mills recommended that councillors would find Legal Topic Note of NALC very helpful and will circulate a copy to members.   It was noted that the Footpaths Society has made major improvements to Ditchling 35 which was previously impassable.     
7.   Beacon Parishes Traffic:   Update from Chairman:  Proposed ratification of matters raised at WPC meeting 10th July as follows:-  1. To confirm the Beacon Parishes Meeting (BPTM) as the group working on behalf of the Beacon Parishes to implement the transport policies and transport community aspirations in the Neighbourhood Plan.   2.  To agree in principle the appointment of a Consultant to develop initial traffic proposals.  3.  To agree the “draft brief” dated 8th July 2018 for the appointment of a consultant to develop initial traffic proposals and to authorise the BPTM to agree a list of consultants from whom fee proposals would be sought.   This was discussed and approved by the members.

Members discussed the need and structure for the implementation of other policies and aspirations contained in the Neighbourhood Plan.    Ditchling PC had assigned responsibilities between their members for the implementation of the Plan shown on the attached schedule*.  Responsibilities for the topic areas for WPC were agreed by the members present as shown on the schedule based on WPC members’ areas of responsibility and interests.   It was noted that confirmation will be requested from Cllr Haughton who could not attend this meeting.  
It was reported that DPC has started work on planning improvements to the recreation ground and that DPC has agreed that their clerk can manage projects, which was noted as helpful.   The ongoing work of the traffic area will continue the work of Spatham Lane Traffic Group with a wider brief as minuted above. 
It was agreed to request a meeting with DPC and Streat Parish Meeting to discuss future inter parish working.   It was also agreed to have a standing item, “Beacon Parishes Neighbourhood Development Plan implementation” on future WPC Agenda.   This agenda item will replace “Beacon Parishes Traffic” as this now forms part of the wider implementation of the Neighbourhood  Development Plan.    
Cllr. Mark Clark to set up a meeting with DPC in respect of BPNDP overall implementation.   The Chairman acknowledged the work involved by Cllr Clark and thanked him on behalf of the council.

8.
Planning Matters:-   
            (a)  SDNP/18/03491/HOUS 1 Church Cottages.  Retrospective application for garden trellis.   No comment.    (note: this application was subsequently approved by SDNP).

SDNP/18/04647/LIS April Cottage, Lewes Road.   Conversion of garage and store to ancillary accommodation.    The Ditchling, Streat and Westmeston Neighbourhood Development Plan has no provision for the creation of new dwellings in Westmeston.   The nature of this conversion would result in the creation of a potentially separate dwelling.   The development, in a rural location outside the planning boundary, would be against Policy CTI of the Lewes District Local Plan.   It would not have the benefit of para.55 of the National Planning Policy Framework, not being a disused or redundant building and the resultant change would not be seen as an enhancement of the immediate setting.   The Joint Core Strategy appears not to offer any reasons for permitting development.
There is concern that the removal of the garage with parking facilities in this conservation area and the possible increase of vehicle usage in connection with an additional dwelling, either immediately or in the long term, would create further pressures on safe parking.   The area of Church Corner has limited parking facilities, under pressure from residents without any off street facility.   Street parking causes obstruction of the highway and public rights of way with the inherent threat to road safety.
For the above reasons Westmeston Parish Council objects to the application. 

Ditchling Parish LW.18/0333 Grimwade Farm, Spatham Lane.   This application has been turned down.   

TW/18/0063/TCA/TI Sycamore to fell T2 Ash to reduce by 25% to provide more light to garden and conservatory at Church Cottage, Lewes Road.   Tree Warden to enquire.    
9.       Westmeston Jubilee Pathway Trust:-    The Chairman said that a site visit is awaited from the Highways Officer dealing with 3rd party operations/projects.   Recent petition resulted in circa 90 signatures from local lane users.
10.
Lewes District Association of Local Councils:   Cllr Tickner attended but the meeting closed early.  
11.      Items for Information & referral to next agenda:  Cllr Clark requested that item 7 should become Neighbourhood Plan implementation as a regular topic.   

            Chairman notified members of ESALC AGM and Conference with ESCC on 11th November at East Sussex National Golf Club, during the day and LDC Towns and Parishes Conference on the same date in the evening.   Delegates to be confirmed.        
12.
Date of Next Meeting:   Tuesday 13th November at 7.30pm.     (Members are  reminded that a draft budget will be discussed at this meeting for 2019/20 – any suggestions for items to include should be sent to the Clerk by end of October).
 Signed.................................................
Chairman.       
