WESTMESTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A  MEETING OF COUNCIL  HELD at the Parish Hall on Tuesday 14th March 2017 AT 7.30pm

PRESENT :-

Mr. R. Mills   -   Chairman



Mrs. C. Mills



Mr. M. Clark



Mrs. C. Farrands




Mrs. T. Haughton
 In Attendance:

Clerk to the Council - Mrs. C. Swan MBE
The Chairman welcomed Mr. D. McBeth, Chairman of Lewes District Association of Local Councils, who explained the aims and objectives of the Association.   It was regretted that Westmeston PC has withdrawn from membership and he requested members to reconsider.   Mr. McBeth was thanked for his attendance and it was agreed that the matter would be referred to the next agenda
1. Apologies for Absence were received from Mrs. K. Golding.              
2. Minutes of the previous meeting held on 10th January 2017 (previously circulated) were approved and signed by the Chairman. 
3. Declarations of Interest:   None were made.
4.    Financial Matters:- 
(a) Payment of the following invoices was approved:-
SSALC Ltd.  -  Councillor training fees:   £132.00  cheque no. 000064

SSALC Ltd.   -  Local Council Review:    £17.00
“          “             65

Mrs. C. Swan: clerk’s office expenses from 1/4/16 to 31/3/17 including computer facilities, printer, copier, telephone and broadband connection:   £390.00  chq.no 68

Mrs. C. Swan: mileage from 1/4/16 to 31/3/17:   £88.20   chq no. 69

Mrs. C. Swan: postage and sundry expenses as detailed in invoice: £9.68  chq no. 69
Mrs. C. Swan: salary for October, November, December 2016 and January, February and March 2017:  £800.00  chq no. 000067.

(b) Declaration to Inland Revenue re:  Clerk’s salary:   The Chairman said that he had inspected the Clerk’s tax return and confirmed that her annual salary from WPC was included therein.   

5. Highway Matters:-   (a)   Reflector posts in Underhill Lane: this matter has been reviewed with the volunteers involved in bringing the proposal forward.   It was agreed not to proceed with replacement.   (b)   Spatham Lane Railway Crossing:   The Chairman informed members that residents had suffered an extremely bad time due to the work being carried out at the site.   Strong representations have been made and a meeting of all parties involved (British Rail, the contractors Colas, ESCC Highways  and affected residents) has been arranged for 15th March.   It is hoped that all parties will co-operate in resolving this and future issues at the site.     Mark Clark proposed a vote of thanks to the Chairman for the considerable amount of time and effort he has put into supporting local residents and wider environmental considerations raised by the actions of British Rail and their contractors.   Passed unanimously.      (c)   Rights of Way:   Cathy Mills said that a great deal of work was required on many of the paths and bridleways in the parish.   Efforts will be made later in the year to engage with volunteers.   It was agreed that when time & weather conditions permit, a survey of some of the “most used” RoW’s would be carried out and proposals for work brought forward for consideration at the next meeting.   Members are aware that funding from ESCC is only likely if WPC also allocates funds.    
6.   Planning Matters:-   
      (a)   Decision Notices received from Lewes District Council were noted.
      (b)
 No applications received for Westmeston Parish.
      (c)   SDNP/17/01024FUL – this application is being made by the owners of Stocks Farm which lies in Ditchling Parish but is on the border of Westmeston Parish.   A number of residents will be affected if the proposals for an intensive beef rearing unit is permitted.   A number of concerns were raised including:   the need for an environmental assessment and transport appraisal.   It was agreed that the Clerk should contact Lewes DC and SDNP to request that WPC be included in the consultation process.   All information obtained to be communicated to the Chairman and members.   If it is decided to respond officially a meeting will be called.   Liaison with Ditchling PC will also be pursued.   
7.
Neighbourhood Development Plan:   The Chairman reported that a slight delay in finalising the Plan has taken place but is on course for completion by end of April. 
8.       Church Corner:   (a)  Finger post restoration:   The Chairman advised that the condition of the post is such that it needs replacement.   Members agreed and that Mr. Anderson who had previously carried out similar work should be asked to replace the post as soon as possible.   It is expected that the cost will be in the region of £450.00.   (b)   General tidying of the area will commence in April. 
9.
South Downs National Park:   No matters were raised in connection with the consultation now taking place on the SDNP Plan.

10.
Broadband Services:   Mrs. Mills referred members to the letter sent on behalf of the council to Maria Caulfield, Member of Parliament.   A reply is awaited.   Improvements to the service have been achieved in some areas of the parish but more needs to be done.

11.
Annual Parish Meeting:   It was agreed that this should begin at 6.30pm on 9th May, followed by refreshments.    
12.       Date of next meeting:   Tuesday 9th May 2017 at 7.45pm (following the Annual Parish Meeting).    Items for the agenda to be sent to the Clerk by 28th April.   (note: this is the Annual Meeting of Council).     
 Signed................................................
Chairman.   
These minutes will be approved at the next Parish Council meeting.
