WESTMESTON PARISH COUNCIL            
MINUTES OF A  MEETING OF COUNCIL  HELD at the Parish Hall on Tuesday 14th November 2017 AT 7.30pm

PRESENT :-

Mr. R. Mills   -   Chairman



Mr. M. Clark




Mrs. C. Farrands



Mrs. C. Mills
 


Mr. V. Tickner

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Council - Mrs. C. Swan MBE
                                    2 members of the public.
1. Apologies for Absence – were received from Mrs. K. Golding & Mrs. T. Haughton.               
2. Minutes of the previous meeting held on 12th September (previously circulated) were approved and signed by the Chairman.
3. Declarations of Interest:   None were made.    
4. Financial Matters: 
(a)  Internal Audit:   Mark Clark and Cathy Mills confirmed that they had carried out an examination of the Council’s financial records just prior to the meeting.   They reported that all is satisfactory.

(b) Bank Reconciliation for the period lst April to 5th October 2017 (previously circulated) was received and approved by members.  
(c)   Payment of the following invoice was approved:- Mrs. C. Mills – reimbursement for Church Corner gardening (paid to Mr. Kallman) chq no. 0088
(d) Draft budget for 2018/19: copy previously circulated.   The Clerk said no amendments had been proposed.    A discussion took place particularly on the inclusion of a provision of £2,500 in the budget towards road safety measures.   This would be clarified under item 6 of the agenda.   Members were reminded that the budget is not the authorisation for payments – each of which must be shown as an agenda item and individually approved prior to payment.
(e) It was agreed to keep the precept at the same level as the current year – at £7,000 and the Clerk was instructed to inform Lewes District Council accordingly.

5. Highway Matters:-   (a)   Rights of Way – nothing to report.   (b)  Liaison with Plumpton College:   the Vice-Chairman said that a visit was arranged to meet the Principal of the College to talk about road safety issues – in light of a number of incidents on roads in the parish over recent months.   The Principal was helpful and said that he and his staff were happy to work on improving safety wherever possible.   He has offered use of  machinery and where appropriate assistance from students.   The liaison was useful and positive.
6. Beacon Parishes Traffic Plan:   Action on road safety:   The Chairman said that following the accident in Spatham Lane, when a resident was badly injured and her horse killed, a meeting had been arranged to discuss the situation in Spatham Lane (primarily) and throughout the local area.   Ditchling PC, Streat PM, County & District Councillors and the Member of Parliament attended.    The Chairman previously circulated a report to members and more recently the Minutes of the meeting were sent to all members.   It was made known that ESCC has very little funding for road safety improvements and any progress that might be made will have to be financed by collaboration between the parishes and Principal Authorities.    A member suggested that local councils were being called upon to finance functions that ought to be paid for by ESCC and that consultation with local residents is advisable before projects are agreed.   The Chairman said that there are already strong indications of public support and that any proposals put forward by the BPTP Group will be well publicised.                          
The Chairman undertook to keep members informed of progress and to circulate the Minutes of any meetings held by BPTP Group.          
7. Planning Matters:   (a)   Application received: LW/17/0904 Bothers End, Hundred Acre Lane for a garden shelter.   It was agreed that no observations be made.   (b)   The Decision Notice re: refusal of the application made by owners of Hayleigh Farm was noted.
8. Common Land:   Discussions are proceeding between the owner of the land in question and East Sussex County Council regarding the correct positioning of the proposed barbed wire fence.   Mrs. Haughton as lead member is liaising with ESCC officer and will report at the next meeting.  
9.  South Downs National Park:   Nothing to report.
10. East Sussex Association of Local Councils:   The AGM and Conference was attended by the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Cllr Tickner.   The event was well organised and useful information had been given.
11. Lewes District Association of Local Councils:   (a)   Annual Conference of LDALC/ESALC/LDC:   attended by the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Cllr Tickner.   A number of presentations had been given, including one about the new re-cycling collection system that is being introduced over the next 12 months across the District.  It was suggested that this would need monitoring as to how successful it would be, especially in rural areas.   Reports could be gathered from member councils at meetings of LDALC and from our own residents via the website.      
12. Communications:   (a)    Information re costs for a replacement notice board had been obtained.   The Chairman gave details as follows:- new board and fittings:   £1,345.   Spare parts for the existing board will cost approximately £214 and labour and sundries about £100 – say £315 total.    The Chairman volunteered to do the work and it was also suggested that the offer of assistance from Plumpton College be explored.   It was agreed to pursue the repair option rather than purchase a new board.    (b)   Website and Facebook page:   the Vice-Chairman reported that all was satisfactory.              (c)   Visiting cards:   It was agreed that cards giving details of WPC, contact details and website etc. with space for councillors to add such details as they wished, would be useful when members are attending conferences etc.   The Vice-Chairman undertook to organise the production of suitable cards.    
13. Items for Information and referral to next Agenda:   please send to the Clerk by 2nd January latest.
14. Date of next meeting:   Tuesday 9th January at 7.30pm.
PLEASE NOTE:    the dates for meetings in 2018 are as follows:

January 9th

March 13th


May 8th (Annual meeting and Annual Parish Meeting)

July 10th

September 11th
November 13th. 

Signed...................................................

Chairman.       

