WESTMESTON PARISH COUNCIL            
MINUTES OF A  MEETING OF COUNCIL  HELD at the Parish Hall on Tuesday 11th JULY 2017 AT 7.30pm

PRESENT :-

Mr. R. Mills   -   Chairman



Mr. M. Clark




Mrs. C. Farrands



Mrs. T. Haughton



Mrs. C. Mills
 


Mr. V. Tickner

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Council - Mrs. C. Swan MBE
                                    2 members of the public.
The Chairman invited comments from members of the public on the items shown in the Agenda.   Verge cutting in Underhill Lane and broadband services were raised.   Members noted the views expressed.
1. Apologies for Absence – were received from Mrs. K. Golding.                
2. Minutes of the previous meeting held on   9th   May (previously circulated) were approved and signed by the Chairman.
3. Declarations of Interest:   None were made.    
4. Financial Matters:    
(a)   Payment of the following invoices was approved:- 

Mulberry & Co. Internal Audit fee:  £95.00 chq.no 074
Mrs. C. Swan clerks expenses as per invoice:  £33.77   chq.no 075

P. Anderson, Repairs to fingerpost in Hundred Acre Lane/Middleton Common lane:   £80.00 chq. No. 076

Church Corner maintenance:   reimbursement to Mrs. Mills for June & July:  £70.00 Chq. No. 077.

5. Highway Matters:-   (a)   Rights of Way – nothing to report.   (b)   Verge cutting by ESCC – the Chairman gave an update on the complaint made to ESCC (email message previously circulated to members).   He reiterated the point strongly made in the complaint,  that the behaviour of the driver of the very large vehicle sent to cut the verges was completely unacceptable and dangerous to the public.   ESCC have acknowledged the message and say that it is being looked into.   Feedback on the method of verge cutting used in Underhill Lane is awaited from residents.   The comment made by the member of the public present, asking the council to recognise that the Lane is in a rural area and should be cut back was noted.   Others hold different views.    A point was raised as to the equipment used by ESCC – they should not try to use the same equipment for all locations as clearly it was totally unsuitable for some areas.   The Chairman agreed to inform ESCC of this view.    Also, in specific areas the one metre cut of verges is insufficient to ensure safe vision – such areas need to be identified and advised to ESCC.    
6. Planning  Matters:-   (a)   No applications received.   (b)   WPC’s comments to the Planning Authority on the application for an extension at The Potteries was noted.   (c)   A question was asked as to whether the application by the owners  of Stocks Farm had yet been determined.   It has not – the Clerk said that as soon as a Decision Notice is received it will be circulated to members.
7. Neighbourhood Plan:   The public consultation period ends on 7th August.
8. Common Land:   Copies of a letter and explanatory paper receive from Harold Rowling were circulated.   It is alleged that an infringement of the Common Land has been committed, by the installation of barbed wire and the display of notices purporting to instruct the public as to the use of the Common Land.   Whilst clearly both these are illegal, a question as to exactly where the boundary between the land and neighbouring property lays has arisen and the Chairman has raised the matter with ESCC – the Authority responsible for preventing infringement of Commons & Rights of Way.   It was agreed that until we hear from ESCC little can be done.   However, Mrs. Haughton – Member with special responsibility for Commons in the parish, undertook to make enquiries at the Land Registry and to liaise with the Chairman over contacts with ESCC.     This matter, together with future management of the Common Land as raised by Harold Rowling in his paper, will be referred to the next meeting.   Members are asked to advise the Clerk of any particular aspect relating to the Common Land that they  wish to be included in the next agenda.   As previously advised, NALC’s Legal Topic Notes are a valuable source of information for members and can be accessed on the SALC website.   
9. Standing Orders & Financial Regulations:   As advised by the Council’s Internal Auditor, Members are asked to review current SO’s and FR’s to see whether any amendments may be necessary.   The Clerk said that WPC has always adopted the Models of both documents issued by NALC – without amendments – and this seems to have worked well.   Both documents are displayed on the website.   Members agreed that no changes were necessary and approved the re-adoption of both documents.
10. Broadband Services:   Mrs. Mills referred members to the message received from Maria Caulfield, Member of Parliament – together with the explanation from BT regarding the delay in providing faster services to several areas in the parish.   On economic grounds BT say that they are unable to provide a faster service.   However, it was pointed out that grant money was now available to assist rural area provision and Mrs. Mills will continue to pursue the matter.
11. Lewes District Association of Local Councils:   Mr. Tickner gave a brief report of the meeting he attended.   A new Chairman of the DA has been elected and an interesting talk was given on the subject of planning.     WPC has not yet paid the subscription – the Clerk undertook to contact the Secretary and arrange payment.
12. Date of next meeting:   12th September 2017 at 7.30pm

Signed...................................................

Chairman.       These minutes will be approved at the next Parish Council meeting
