WESTMESTON PARISH COUNCIL            
MINUTES OF A  MEETING OF COUNCIL  HELD at the Parish Hall on Tuesday 13th November 2018 AT 7.30pm

PRESENT :-

Mr. R. Mills   -   Chairman
                                           Mr. M. Clark



Mrs, C. Farrands



Mrs. K. Golding



Mrs. C. Mills
 


Mr. V. Tickner

1. Apologies for Absence – were received from and accepted Mrs. T Haughton.              
2. Minutes of the previous meeting held on 13th September 2018 (previously circulated) were approved and signed.
3. Declarations of Interest:   None were made.
4.    Financial Matters:- 

(a)   Payment of the following invoices was approved:- 
East Sussex County Council for Beacon Parishes Traffic Survey: £300.00 chq.no 000118

Mrs. C. Swan – clerks expenses as per invoice:  £24.50 chq.no 000119
Mrs. C. Mills, reimbursement for Church Corner maintenance July & August:  £35.00 chq.no. 000120
(b)  The bank reconciliation for the period 5/04/18 to 5/11/18 (previously circulated) was noted and approved.   Internal Audit members Mrs. C. Mills and Mr. M. Clark confirmed that their inspection of the financial records prior to the meeting was satisfactory.
©   Budget for 2019/20:   The draft as previously circulated was discussed.   The precept figure shown as £7,000 (the same as for the current year) was accepted and the budget approved.   The Clerk said that once Lewes District Council informs local councils as to whether the grant system operated in previous years is to continue or not, a final version of the budget will be circulated to members.     
5.   Highway Matters:-   (a)  ESCC weed spraying: no further action at present.    (b)  Rights of Way – it was noted that RofW 11.F is closed whilst improvements are carried out.       
6.   Beacon Parishes Neighbourhood Development Plan Implementation: 
Members discussed the arrangements for implementation of the Plan.   It was unclear as to how DPC wished to proceed and it was proposed that the Clerk should contact the Deputy Clerk at DPC to discuss how matters could be taken forward.  Cllr Mark Clark will liaise with the Clerk and members will be advised of progress on this matter.    In the meantime, the schedule setting out Councillors’ specific areas of responsibility under the NP will be re-circulated to members.     
7.
Planning Matters:-   
            (a)   The Chairman said that in fact it now appears that LDC/SDNPA are to continue sending weekly planning lists to local councils.    The situation will be monitored and members informed should this prove not to be the case.

(b)   SDNP/18/05280/HOUS Cripps Cottage, Lewes Road (details previously circulated)  The comments submitted were noted.   

©   Ditchling Parish Council:   SDNP/18/4155/FUL Large single dwelling on Keymer Field in the strategic rural gap:   The responses submitted were noted.

(d)   South Downs National Park Authority:  Local List Review – members discussed the message received from SDNP.    Clarification was needed as to what the exercise described in the message is actually about.   The Clerk was instructed to contact SALC to enquire whether the Association’s representative on the SDNPA and/or their Planning Consultants are able to give guidance on the matter. 

8.       Westmeston Jubilee Pathway Trust:-    The Chairman said that there was very little movement in negotiations with ESCC.  Efforts to progress the Spatham Lane project will continue.    
9.
Lewes District Association of Local Councils:   Nothing to report. 
10.      Items for Information & referral to next agenda:  Cllr Tickner referred to the recent circular sent to all local councils by Zurich Insurers, referring to a recent legal judgement about liability of owners of trees.     This had been circulated to all members for interest and information.   The Vice Chairman said that WPC did not own any trees.   Those on the Parish Hall land were regularly inspected by Trustees of the hall.  However, on the grounds of safety of local residents it was agreed that Cllr Tickner should contact ESCC Highways Dept. to discuss matters relating to trees in the Parish.            
11.
Date of Next Meeting:   Tuesday 8th January 2019 at 7.30pm
 Signed.................................................
Chairman.       
