WESTMESTON PARISH COUNCIL            
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF COUNCIL on Tuesday 8th May 2018 at the Parish Hall, Westmeston, at 7.30pm
PRESENT :-

Mr. R. Mills   -   Chairman



Mr. M. Clark



Mrs. K. Golding




Mrs. T. Haughton



Mrs. C. Mills
1. Election of Chairman for the ensuing year:   Rob Mills was proposed and unanimously elected as Chairman.   A Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed. 
2. Apologies for Absence – were received from Cllrs. Mrs. C. Farrands & Mr. V. Tickner.                
3. Minutes of the previous meeting held on 13th March 2018 (previously circulated) were approved and signed by the Chairman.
4. Declarations of Interest:   None were made.    
5. Election of Vice Chairman & Appointments As Lead Members:-   Cathy Mills was elected as Vice Chairman and the following appointments were made:   (a) Planning: Mark Clark & Rob Mills   (b)   Highways and Road Safety:  Rob Mills, Cathy Mills and Kendal Golding   (c)   Rights of Way:  Cathy Mills   (d)  Westmeston Common Land:   Tessa Haughton   (e)  Church Corner Maintenance:  Cathy Mills    (f)  Two members as Internal Auditors:   Mark Clark & Cathy Mills   (g)  Website – two members as monitors:  Mark Clark & Cathy Mills   (h)  Environment & tree warden:  Vincent Tickner.
6. Appointments to External Bodies:   (a)   East Sussex Association of Local Councils Ltd:  Rob Mills & Tessa Haughton.  (b)  Lewes District Association of Local Councils:  Vincent Tickner.  
7. The Annual Return for 2017/18:   (a)   A copy of the Internal Auditors communication, setting out the Audit Plan was previously circulated to members and approved.   The Annual Governance Statement as set out in the Annual Return was also approved.   (b)   The Accounting Statements set out in the Annual Return were considered.
8. Approval of the Accounting Statements:   The following Resolution was put:  That the Accounting Statements as set out in the Annual Return for 2017/18 be accepted and approved.   Passed unanimously.
9.  Authorisation to the Chairman to sign and date the Annual Return for 2017/18:   The Chairman was unanimously authorised to sign and date the Return for 2017/18 and the Clerk was instructed to submit same to external auditors PKF Littlejohn LLP.   
10. Financial Matters:  (a)   Year-end bank reconciliation for  2017/18 (copies previously circulated) was approved.   (b)   Statement of Receipts and Payments for 2017/18 (copies previously circulated) was approved.  (c)  Annual risk assessment and asset register (copies previously circulated) were discussed and approved. 
(d)  The following invoices were approved for payment:   SSALC Ltd. – annual   subscription for 2018/19:  £91.98 chq.no 000100.   Zurich Municipal – Annual Insurance Cover:  £304.45. 101   Mulberry & Co. Internal Audit fee: £96.00. 102   Church Corner Maintenance for April & May £70.00.  103.   
(e) Re-Appointment of Internal Auditors Mulberry & Co. for 2018/19 – Approved.     
11. Westmeston Jubilee Pathway Trust :   The Chairman reported that consultation with the public was underway regarding the idea of extending the Jubilee Pathway along a stretch of Spatham Lane.   This would improve safety.   The project would be costly and various sources of funding are being investigated.   A feasibility study would also have to be undertaken in view of the engineering and land use issues that will arise.  WJPT will place progress reports on the website as and when appropriate.    Members agreed that the project would greatly benefit local people.   
12. Westmeston Common Land:   Mrs. Haughton reported that the barbed wire has been removed and re-positioned on the owner’s land.   ESCC has approved the positioning.   Members thanked Mrs. Haughton for all her work in getting this matter resolved.   
13. Planning Matters:   
(a)   There were no applications received.

(b) Decision Notice relating to SDNP/17/06392/FUL Hayleigh Farm – conversion of farm building to dwelling.   Members do not understand why this application was approved at the third time of submission, in view of the existing Policy on the creation of new dwellings in the countryside, within the SDNP.   Whilst other details of the application were changed in the 3rd submission, the Policy is still in force.   The existence of the Policy is not even referred to in the Decision Notice.   A Precedent appears to have been set.
14. Lewes District Association of Local Councils:   A report will be given at the next meeting.
15. Website Matters:   Mrs. Mills reported that more information is being put on the Facebook page and residents appear to appreciate the facility.   
16. Items for information only and referred to next agenda:   Improving Broadband Coverage: Cllr Cathy Mills is working with County Councillor Sarah Osborne, Lewes MP Maria Caulfield and Steve Dempsey of Underhill Lane Community Association to push this along.   Government target is for all communities to have download speed of at least 24 by 2020. 
17. Date of next meeting:   Tuesday 10th July  2018 at 7.30pm.    
These minutes will be approved at the next parish council meeting 
Signed...................................................   Chairman. 
