WESTMESTON PARISH COUNCIL            
MINUTES OF A  MEETING OF COUNCIL  HELD at the Parish Hall on Tuesday 9th January 2017 AT 7.30pm

PRESENT :-

Mr. R. Mills   -   Chairman



Mr. M. Clark




Mrs. C. Farrands



Mrs. T. Haughton



Mrs. C. Mills
 


Mr. V. Tickner

The Clerk sent apologies for absence due to illness.

1. Apologies for Absence – Kendal Golding                
2. Minutes of the previous meeting held on 14th November (previously circulated) were approved and signed by the Chairman.
3. Declarations of Interest:   None were made.    
4. Financial Matters: 
(a)  Payment of the following invoices was approved:   Mr. R. Mills – reimbursement of cost of repairs to notice board:  £90.00 chq.no 091
Calico & Spanglefish UK website annual fees:  £24.00 and £29.95 chq nos 092 and 093

Westmeston Parish Hall Trust – hall hire and storage for 2018:  £129.00 cheq.no.094

(b) To note the following invoices paid: Mrs. C. Mills – Vistaprint for WPC business cards: £43.18 chq no.089  
Greenbarnes Ltd. – spare parts for notice board:  £214.30 chq no. 090 
(c)  Lewes District Council – it was reported that a grant of £117.00 will be made to WPC under the government scheme.   A revised copy of the budget for 2018/19 will be sent to members showing the effect of this on the precept.
5. Highway Matters:-   (a)   Rights of Way –  Vincent Tickner reported his involvement with the Footpaths Preservation Society. A review of the constitution is taking place and he will report to WPC at the AGM on May 8th.

(b)  Any other matters for information only- A discussion took place regarding damage to road edges and verges in Spatham Lane, possibly caused by heavy vehicles. Chairman to speak to Jeremy Taylor with a view to repair.   
6. Beacon Parishes Traffic Plan:    The Chairman reported that Ditchling and Westmeston Councils are working with Road Safety, Highways Dept. and planning to set up a traffic survey,(speed and volume) using 3 monitoring sites in Spatham Lane.

Councils had set aside funds for road safety on the lane and Westmeston’s contribution would be in the region of £600.00.After discussion, the provision  of £2500.00 in the 2018 budget, as proposed at the Council meeting on 14th November 2017, was approved and that the cost of the survey would be found from this amount.
The need for self-funding for certain highway work was explained in item 6 of the minutes of that meeting       
7. Planning Matters:   (a)   Application received: SDNP/17/06392/FUL Hayleigh Farm, Streat Lane – conversion of barn to two bedroom cottage:   It was agreed that this second application was very little different from the first (which was rejected) – which members had recommended should be determined in accordance with the advice by Planning Officers – taking into account the Countryside Policies currently in force. 
Members agreed that no further comment was appropriate   
(b)   Cllr Haughton informed the meeting of a planning application submitted for stables and outdoor sand school at Cripps Cottage. Members to research this after the meeting.  An application in respect of Grimwade Farm, Spatham Lane had been noticed and members would seek more information.  It was noted that the site is in Ditchling Parish.
8.  Neighbourhood Plan – The Chairman informed the meeting that the Inspector had commended the draft, with minor adjustments as being ready for Referendum. 
9. Common Land in Westmeston Parish:   Mrs. Haughton said that liaison with ESCC  R O W and expects the matter to be resolved shortly.
10. Data Protection Act:   (a)   It was agreed to appoint the Vice-Chairman, Mrs. C. Mills, as the Responsible Officer as required under this Act.   (b)   In order to fully understand the requirements placed on local councils by this Act of Parliament, members are directed to the SSALC website where full information is given. Responsible Officer advised that all e mails sent by members to persons other than fellow councillors will be copied to the Parish Clerk.  This was agreed.    
11. Lewes District Association of Local Councils:  Vincent Tickner gave a report on the meeting recently attended with emphasis on his interest in the new recycling system. Chairman thanked him for providing the minutes of the meeting for the interest of all members and appreciated his time spent on attending these events. The next LDALC meeting in March 5th.       
12.  (a) Items for Information and referral to next Agenda: Cllr C. Mills gave council an update on the upgrade of Broadband on Spatham Lane.  She is meeting with Underhill Lane Residents Association on 19th January and will report at our next meeting
Advance apologies for next meeting received from Cllr Mark Clark AND Tessa Haughton.

(b)   Date of next meeting:   Tuesday 13th March 2018 at 7.30pm
Signed...................................................

Chairman.       

