WESTMESTON PARISH COUNCIL            
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF COUNCIL on Tuesday 14th May 2019 at the Parish Hall, Westmeston, at 7.30pm
PRESENT :-

Mr. R. Mills   -   Chairman



Mr. M. Clark



Mrs. C. Farrands



Mrs. K. Golding




Mrs. T. Haughton



Mrs. C. Mills



Mr. V. Tickner
In attendance:   Mrs. C. Swan MBE – Clerk to the Council



Mrs. S. Linfield – Clerk designate.

1. Election of Chairman for the ensuing year:   Rob Mills was proposed and unanimously elected as Chairman.   A Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed. 
2. Member Declarations of Acceptance of Office:   All members present signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office.    Members were reminded that they should complete a Register of Interests within 28 days of this meeting  - one copy should be sent to the Returning Officer at Lewes District Council and another to Mrs. C. Mills for display on the website (copies to be handed to the Clerk).
3. Apologies for Absence – nil.               
4. Minutes of the previous meeting held on 12th March 2019 (previously circulated) could not be signed.   Cllr Clark proposed several amendments which could not be discussed because members did not have copies in front of them.   The Clerk suggested that the proposals should be sent to her so that alterations could be made.  Copies would then be circulated to members for approval (or otherwise) and the agreed version signed at the July meeting.
5. Declarations of Interest:    Cllr Mrs. Farrands declared an interest in item 15, as a resident of Spatham Lane.   
6. Election of Vice Chairman & Appointments As Lead Members:-   Cathy Mills was elected as Vice Chairman and the following appointments were made:   (a) Planning: Mark Clark & Rob Mills   (b)   Highways and Road Safety:  Rob Mills, Cathy Mills and Kendal Golding   (c)   Rights of Way:  Cathy Mills   (d)  Westmeston Common Land:   Tessa Haughton   (e)  Church Corner Maintenance:  Cathy Mills    (f)  Two members as Internal Auditors:   Mark Clark & Cathy Mills   (g)  Website – two members as monitors:  Mark Clark & Cathy Mills   (h)  Environment & tree warden:  Vincent Tickner.    With regard to the WPC Facebook page, it was confirmed that all councillors with the exception of Vincent Tickner are administrators and can if they wish, make contributions to the page.
7. Appointments to External Bodies:   (a)   East Sussex Association of Local Councils Ltd:  Rob Mills & Tessa Haughton.  (b)  Lewes District Association of Local Councils:  Vincent Tickner. 
8. Confirmation of the Appointment of a New Clerk:   The Chairman introduced Sarah Linfield as the new Clerk to WPC.      Her appointment was approved and she will take up the post on 20th May 2019.   Sarah was warmly welcomed. 
9. The Annual Return for 2018/19:   (a)   A copy of the Internal Auditors communication, setting out the Audit Plan was previously circulated to members and approved.   The Annual Governance Statement as set out in the Annual Return was also approved.   (b)   The Accounting Statements set out in the Annual Return were considered.
10. Approval of the Accounting Statements:   The following Resolution was put:  That the Accounting Statements as set out in the Annual Return for 2018/19 be accepted and approved.   Passed unanimously.
11.  Authorisation to the Chairman to sign and date the Annual Return for 2018/19:   The Chairman was authorised to sign and date the Return for 2018/19 and the Clerk was instructed to submit same to external auditors PKF Littlejohn LLP.    Note: copies of the Annual Return and details of public rights of inspection will be displayed on the website in due course.      
12. Financial Matters:  (a)   Year-end bank reconciliation for  2018/19 (copies previously circulated) was approved.   (b)   Statement of Receipts and Payments for 2018/19 (copies previously circulated) was approved.  (c)  Annual risk assessment and asset register (copies previously circulated) were discussed and approved. 
(d)  The following invoices were approved for payment:  
SSALC Ltd. – annual   subscription for 2019/20:  £102.66 chq.no: 000128                                          Zurich Municipal – Annual Insurance Cover:  £305.90 chq.no 000129
   Mulberry & Co. Internal Audit fee: £96.00.  chq.no: 000130
   Church Corner Maintenance for April & May £70.00.  chq.no 000133
  Telephone box – reimbursement to Mr. R. Mills for paint: £65.68 chq.no:000134
 Mr M. Driver: painting of telephone box: £275.00 chq.no 000131
Mrs. C. Swan – salary for April ^& May as per invoice:  £616.00 chq.no:000132
Mrs. C. Swan – expenses as listed I invoice, including costs of refreshments for the    Annual Parish Meeting.   £83.33         chq.no:000135    
(e) Re-Appointment of Internal Auditors Mulberry & Co. for 2019/20 – Approved.     
13.  Risk Assessment:   Cllrs. Mrs. Mills and Mrs. Haughton carried out an inspection of property owned by the council.   A copy of their report was previously circulated and was approved.  
14.  Beacon Parishes Neighbourhood Development Plan Implementation: 
Cllr Mark Clark gave the following report on the NDP implementation:
A series of proposals with an outline procedure for joint working on planning applications has been circulated.   Context is as follows and I briefly set out the objectives and summarize progress since the March meeting of the WPC.

NDP sets out Inter-Parish working:

1.   Joint working in ea.of the plan focus areas – eg.Transport and Community Infrastructure – supervised by an inter-parish implementation team.   (The first meeting of the implementation team was held between the Chairs of the three parishes in December).

2. Combined inter-parish responses to the LPA on planning applications felt to be significant by the parishes.   (‘significant’ apps are those that threaten to undermine the NDP as spelt out in guidance document prepared and agreed between the LPAs and the three parishes).
I have continued to push for dates for further meetings since the December meeting of the implementation team via the DPC clerk with absolutely no success.

Phil Smith is the DPC NP man and I have met with him twice, seemingly having productive meetings.   We largely agree on how the NDP should be implemented and I summarized the first meeting with Phil Smith as a draft paper forming a series of proposals intended to be considered by each of the three parishes.   Phil’s response after talking to the chair of DPC was in the paper members of WPC have seen.

This focuses on planning, on which it is positive and is silent on the inter-parish working groups.   It agrees: the need for the planning guidance document referred to earlier and sets out an outline procedure for inter-parish responses.   It proposes that DPC commissions the consultant and they conduct a training session for the three parishes.   The procedure set out for the inter-parish responses is not for combined responses as set out in the NDP but coordinated responses sent by each individual parish.   

At the last meeting of WPC I undertook to produce a procedure – initially focusing on the Westmeston actions, at the request of the WPC Chair.   This was based on the model of combined responses from parishes set out in the NDP.   
We discussed this and Phil’s paper.   I expressed disappointment at the reluctance to address the inter-parish working groups.   Phil commented that this is up to the Chairman of DPC.   My view, after discussing with Chairman of WPC, is that Phil’s paper is probably as close to the NDP as we will get on inter-parish planning; but we still have to address the inter-parish working groups and the Implementation Team.

We have had one Implementation Team meeting in December.   DPC were extremely reluctant to set this up and the meeting itself was not productive.   I have failed despite considerable efforts to get dates for further meetings.   It seems that the DPC clerk has failed to get dates because of the reluctance of DPC Chair and it seems that the only way forward is discussions directly between the Chairs.

I recommend:

1.   We agree in principle the proposal (still subject to consideration and formal agreement by DPC),  welcome the steps to produce the planning guidance document but noting that drafting changes to the outline planning procedure are needed.

2. We should also note that the proposal is silent on inter-parish working groups and the Implementation Team.

3. We authorise the Chairman of WPC Rob Mills to negotiate the drafting of the proposal with the Chairs of DPC and Streat PM. 

4. We ask the Chairman of WPC to raise the issue of the inter-parish working groups;   to discuss and hopefully resolve the disputes of the Transport working group and the need for measures to implement smooth working of all the groups;  and agree future dates for the Implementation Team.

The Chairman proposed that the Report be accepted and the recommendations approved.   This was carried.

15. Spatham Lane Road Safety Project:    The Chairman said that it was necessary to record Council’s agreement to proceed with the scheme to introduce a 40mph speed limit in Spatham Lane.   Agreement was confirmed.     

16. Church Corner:  General appearance of village – the Vice Chairman drew attention to the improvements at Church Corner (the only Conservation Area in the Parish).   The telephone box has been re-painted and grass/foliage cut.   The planters are doing well.   Residents of the area are well-placed to enjoy the resources being applied and it would boost the area if some residents would tidy their frontages.   Members noted that there are other areas of the parish that might benefit from some attention and members were asked to think about this and put forward ideas for consideration.
The Litter Picking Group is thriving and the appearance of several areas in the parish is improved.   The Vice-Chairman was thanked for her work on this initiative.      
17. Planning Matters:   
(a)  LW/19/0259 West Barn, Blackbrook Farm, Spatham Lane.   Occupation of outbuilding as separate dwelling.  Application for a Certificate of Lawful Use. The response drafted by Cllr Clark was approved.   He said that a number of technical issues were raised by this application and clarification has been sought with the Planning Authority.   
(b) SDNP/19/01577HOUS, Underhill, Underhill Lane.  Application involves the re-modelling of the house.   Proposals will result in a 38% increase in the size of the dwelling.   This has been brought to the attention of the LPA.   
(c) SDNP/19/01815/FUL, Dunster, Underhill Lane – amended application reducing the number of bedrooms from 5 to 3.   A response has been submitted.
(d) LW/19/01981/PRE-APP, Ivinghoe, Spatham Lane.   Noted.
(e) Westmeston Place – Renovation of Conservatory.   This is a Listed Building.   The existing Conservatory has damp problems – the proposals are supported.

(f) SDNP/19/0111628/TCA – tree felling application.   To note Tree Warden’s response.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Tickner for looking into this application.
18. Lewes District Association of Local Councils:   Cllr. Vincent Tickner was re-appointed as WPC representative on this organisation.
The council discussed whether it wished to be represented on the “Lewes District Joint Action Group” which is made up of representatives of voluntary and statutory bodies and looks at a variety of social issues including domestic violence, anti-social behaviour, road safety etc.  Members considered this body to be more appropriate in the context of the Towns and therefore WPC does not wish to be represented.       
19. Items for information only and referred to next agenda:  (a)   To re-adopt Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.   Cllr Clark asked that paper copies be circulated to members when agreed .   Full copies of both documents must be displayed on the website under the “Transparency” regulations.      
20. Date of next meeting:   Tuesday 8th July  2019 at 7.30pm.     
These minutes will be approved at the next meeting of the council
Signed...................................................   Chairman. 
