



Westmeston Parish Council

Minutes of the Council meeting held on Tuesday 14th January 2025 at 6.30 pm at Westmeston Parish Hall

Present: Councillors Cathy Mills (Chairman), Mark Clark, Joyce Dudeney, Clare Farrands, Tessa Haughton, Rob Mills, Vincent Tickner.
Paul Vidler, Clerk.
No members of the public were present.

1. Apologies for absence: None.
2. Declarations of interest: Councillor Haughton declared a personal interest in Item 5. (a) as a trustee of the Springett & Campion Educational Trust, a churchwarden and vice chair of Ditchling, Streat and Westmeston PCC and committee member of Royal British Legion, and Item 7. as a trustee and secretary of Westmeston Parish Room.
3. Public questions: None.
4. Minutes of the previous meetings held on 12th November 2024: 
RESOLVED: The minutes of the previous meeting on 12th November 2024 were agreed as an accurate record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman.
5. Financial matters: 
(a) RESOLVED: Payment of the following invoices:
	Payee
	Reason
	Amount

	Cathy Mills
	Reimbursement for email anti-spam filtering
	£43.20

	Cathy Mills
	Reimbursement for website hosting 
	£120.00

	Paul Vidler
	Reimbursement for printer inks
	£71.68

	Westmeston Jubilee Pathway Trust
	Grant
	£350.00

	Monday Group
	Grant
	£250.00

	Springett & Campion Educational Charity
	Grant
	£200.00

	Ditchling Streat and Westmeston PCC
	Grant
	£350.00

	Westmeston Parish Hall Trust
	Hire for meetings
	£137.50

	Westmeston Parish Hall Trust

	Hire of storage space
	£25.00


(b) Nat West bank account:

RESOLVED: For Councillor Joyce Dudeney and the Clerk, Paul Vidler, to be added as signatories to the Nat West bank account, in addition to the current signatories; Councillors Mark Clark, Tessa Haughton, Cathy Mills and Rob Mills.

6. Planning: 

(a) Land opposite Westmeston Place, east of Lewes Road and Blackdog Farm east of Lewes Road: 
NOTED: An update is awaited from Lewes DC Planning Enforcement on the re-established agricultural gate and access on the land opposite Westmeston Place, east of Lewes Road.  There was no further update on Blackdog Farm.
(b) Submitted response to the following application:

NOTED: Members noted the response made on the following application since the previous meeting:
SDNP/24/04806/TCA Westmeston Lodge, Underhill Lane 

T1- Silver Birch- reduce crown by pruning- to enhance the garden and improve light in house.

Westmeston Parish Council makes no comment on this application.

(c) SDNP/24/04579/CND  Ivinghoe, Spatham Lane

Removal of Conditions 8 (use as holiday let), 9 (register of all occupiers of holiday let) & 10 (continued use of holiday let capped at 28 days per same person) related to Planning Approval SDNP/19/05453/FUL to allow the new building to be used as a full time residential annexe ancillary to the main dwelling.

RESOLVED: Members agreed to comment as follows:
Westmeston Parish Council is sympathetic to the request to remove conditions 8, 9 and 10 but raises concerns that at some later stage the ancillary residential accommodation could become severed from the main house and used for purposes not ancillary to it. It is requested that, if approved, a condition is attached to explicitly prevent any separation and occupation of the new building as a separate unit of residential accommodation.
(d) Inter Parish Working Group on Housing/Eton College Site/Lewes District Council Local Plan/South Downs Local Plan: 

NOTED: Consultation is being undertaken on reviews the Lewes District Local Plan between 6th January and 28th February 2025 and the South Downs Local Plan between 20th January and 17th March 2025. 

7. Royal British Legion wreath:

RESOLVED: To make a donation to the Royal Britiah Legion towards a wreath for Remembrance Sunday 2025. The cost last year was £27.50.
8. Any other information for noting: 

(a) Highway maintenance and repairs:

NOTED: Members noted that resurfacing work at the north end of Spatham Lane programmed for October had not been carried out. Further reports about the road surface had been submitted.  A meeting is scheduled on 24th March 2024 between parish chairmen, ESALC, East Sussex Highways and its contractor, Balfour Beatty, to discuss the condition of roads in the county.

(b) Devolution:
NOTED: Members noted that in response to the Government’s devolution proposals, East Sussex and West Sussex County Councils and Brighton & Hove City Council had agreed to support a joint bid for a Combined Strategic Authority with an elected mayor.  It was also proposed for the forthcoming East Sussex County Council elections to be deferred.  Further information will be circulated to members.

(c) Springett & Campion Educational Trust:
NOTED: Members noted a report from Councillor Haughton that the Springett & Campion Educational Trust had received 9 applications, including 2 from Westmeston residents, from 16-24 year olds for financial assistance.  6 grants of £650 each, including one to a Westmeston resident, were awarded.  The Trust was grateful for the support of the parish council.
9. Date of next meeting:  11th March 2025 at 6.30pm.
Meeting closed at 7.15pm.
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