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	Kenmore and District Community Council Meeting
Comrades Hut Acharn

9 April 2026

Minutes

	
	


1. Present
KCC Members - Peter Ely, Olive Munro, Carol May, Alex Low, Jon Iddon, Lou Oppenheim, William Lindsay.
Mairi McAdam (Taymouth Castle Estate)
PKC: Councillor John Duff and Frank Campbell
Members of the local community – Robert Cochran, Ian Rimmer, Heather Arnott
2. Apologies
Leanne Webster
3. Declarations of interest
None
4. Previous Minutes
Previous minutes from KCC meeting on 12 February were circulated to KCC and wider email circulation.  No comments received.  
Minutes approved.  
All meeting minutes are available for view on KCC&D website and Facebook page.  
5. Matter Arising
The following items from previous minutes were discussed:
Co-options
William Lindsey and Leanne Webster were nominated by Peter Ely to be co-opted onto the KCC at the last meeting and seconded by Jon Iddon.  Co-option of Willie Lindsey and Leanne Webster has been approved by PKC. Unanimously agreed that William Lindsay and Leanne Webster be co-opted on to the Community Council.

In terms of trying to co-opt some younger people Jon has emailed Shona Allen (Head Teacher at Kenmore Primary School) to discuss how best to potentially involve the school and pupils in community discussions/projects.  Currently awaiting a response.  Ian Rimmer suggested talking to the Young Farmers.  One of the people working at Remony Estate is a member of the Young Farmers and may be a potential co-optee.  Ian agreed to discuss this with him.
Car Parking Acharn
Covered later in the meeting.
21/00154/ALUNDV - Enforcement Notice at Land North of Askival, Balnaskeag, Kenmore 
John Duff confirmed that the Enforcement Case has been closed by PKC Enforcement team without the Enforcement notice being complied with.  John Duff indicated that this is likely to be due to lack of resources in the enforcement team which means that it is unfortunately not possible to take action to ensure all enforcement notices are complied with.  The enforcement team asked the owner to submit a retrospective planning application for the fence so that this aspect of the site could be considered separately.  The Owner has not done this either. The fence is an eye-sore by many in the community. This situation is totally unsatisfactory from the KCC point of view and Peter asked what more could be done by the KCC.  
It was agreed that John Duff would raise the case again with the head of the PKC enforcement team to share this local community’s strong feelings on the situation.  It sends a wrong message to the community in terms of the effectiveness of planning enforcement.  It suggests enforcement notices can be ignored with no punitive action being taken as a consequence.  This is not acceptable.
Lou asked Mairi whether TCE would consider raising their concerns over the fence erected by their direct neighbour.  Mairi agreed to raise but does not feel that this is something TCE would consider.
 

6. Finance
The role of treasurer has now been passed the Olive Munro.  Olive has now been added as a signatory on the KCC account.  Olive confirmed the balance on the current account is £9,808.21 and will provide a breakdown of this figure at the next meeting.  The balance on the reserve account is currently £133, 070.52 but this includes the £130k grant issued by Griffin and Callichar windfarm for Kenmore Kirk.  This is being held in the KCC reserve account until the Kenmore and District Fund has its own bank account.
Approved accounts have now been audited.
Microgrants – £7,500 available for the calendar year 2026. Willie asked whether money would be available to replace the wooden bollards around the Kirk Green.  Jon confirmed that he is speaking to Malcolm Flynn as the landowner separately about this. 
7. Planning Applications
25/01587FLL – Dome at end of Water Break at Taymouth Marina
The planning application is going before the planning committee on 15th April for a decision because KCC objected to original application. It has been suggested that planning permission is likely to be granted with conditions imposed relating to light pollution and noise levels. John Duff advised that members of local community are allowed to attend planning committee meetings and make a representation regarding objections (5 to 10 minutes).  Willie Lindsey indicated that he would try and register and attend the meeting.  Registration deadline is 13th April.  
Peter will send in a written deputation re-iterating KCC concerns which were integral to the KCC objection.   These include concerns over volume of additional traffic, no safe pedestrian crossing point, sewerage capacity, workmen/vehicles/materials crossing road, mud/rubble on road.  All are concerns for KCC.
Peter shared an update re the sewerage system – it has been suggested that the changes made to date ensure that there is sufficient capacity for normal usage.  It is unclear whether there is sufficient capacity to cope with the various swimming/triathlon mass participation events that take place through the year.  Despite the upgrade the system still must be pumped out by tankers that block the road and force cars to divert via the car park. It also seems that work undertaken by the Marina caused damage/blockage of the culvert which caused days of bad flooding on the road.  The impact of the Marina development is of concern to the KCC.
25/01691/FLL, Zone 3 Taymouth Castle
Peter Ely wrote to John Williamson to share KCC concerns over the area in question being subject to flooding historically.  The plan also was adding four properties.  John Williamson confirmed that the original planning permission permitted more properties.  The current plan for thirty properties is less than originally approved.  He also confirmed that sufficient provision for flood protection has been included in the updated plans.  No further concerns raised by KCC.
Peter Ely confirmed that no further planning applications have been shared by PKC.
8. Community Action Plan (CAP) and Local Place Plan (LPP)

Perth and Kinross council are currently working on the New Local Development Plan (3), this is the main planning policy document which indicates preference for:
 
· where new housing, tourism and infrastructure is best suited.
· what developments are initially supported or restricted (subject to material considerations)
· how landscape features, heritage assets and the natural environment are protected and enhanced.
 
The new LDP3 is in preparation, and further information is available from PKC here:
https://www.pkc.gov.uk/article/21830/Emerging-Local-Development-Plan-LDP3
 
The Next Key Date is March-June 2026: Exploration of specific policy and place-based ideas, including Local Place Plan content, with communities and developer/landowner contacts.
 
It is anticipated that the next update to the Development Plan Scheme will be Early May 2026.
 
PKC form an evidence base from submitted and registered local place plans, as well as supporting submissions from the ‘Call for Sites’ exercise which closed late summer last year. A draft plan is anticipated to be issued late 2026 / early 2027 (this is subject to change).
 
Taymouth Castle Estate previously shared their future aspirations with members of the Kenmore and District CC as well as the Glenlyon CC, which formed the basis of the Taymouth Estate submission to Call for Sites. At present, there has been no further communication from PKC on the content of these proposals.


9. SURF
SURF Chief Executive is meeting with Peter Ely as the Chair of KCC to discuss how SURF and CCs can work together going forward.  KCC has been selected as an example of a well-run CC.

10. Kenmore & District in Bloom
Jon Iddon provided the following update:
Daffodil bulbs have been planted throughout the district, giving a fine display of spring colour. More recently we have planted two thousand snowdrops by the Kirk, Kenmore Drive and Acharn.
The Ghillie Boat has been restored and painted by PKC Greenspace team, with a new cradle manufactured by Meddicks, Blacksmiths and Welders of Perth.  The boat has been lined and filled with soil, provide by Taymouth Castle team. A dozen bags of compost have been added and planting by volunteers for the start of the Easter weekend.
We will shortly be planting hanging baskets and window boxes at the Reading Room, with plants ordered through Taymouth castle, for which Bloom will pay, to match the colour way in the Square.
The Bloom group recently met with Taymouth Castle and PKC grounds team, to discussed grass cutting in Kenmore.  General view, grass cutting on the Green last year was far from acceptable. This season, grass will be cut, apart from a strip towards the trees, which will become an area for wildflowers.
At the meeting, we drew attention to storm-damaged trees by the wall of the Kirk yard; further damage occurring over the Easter weekend - an issue that has been reported to the PKC team.  We have heard on 7th April that the issue has been referred to the area PKC Greenspace Ranger.  We await feedback regarding the trees which clearly present safety concerns.
Signage will soon appear at the top of the Green close to the benches, to request care as rare orchids grow in this area.
The Bloom bank account has been set up and at the start of this financial year, we will receive a new allowance of £400 from PKC - to be divided between Acharn and Kenmore.

We will be holding a week at the Thrift Shop from Sunday, 24th May and will be looking for volunteers.
We have received very positive feedback for the Bloom group’s activities on both social media and in conversations.

11. Christmas and Easter in Kenmore
Jon Iddon provided the following update:
Christmas in Kenmore will be held this year on Saturday 5th December.  The first planning meeting is due to take place on Thursday 23rd April at 4pm.
Easter in Kenmore was held on the 5th of April and despite an ominous forecast, the weather proved kinder than anticipated, contributing to a very well attended event.  As last year, the event was staged at the Crannog Centre, Sports Pavilion, and the Reading Room, with a variety of Easter crafting events, treasure trail, with refreshments served at the Reading Room.  Our thanks go to the volunteers, to Mairi and her team from Taymouth Castle and to Kenmore Bakery who once again, generously donated Easter cakes and shortbread.
The event raised £183 to support refurbishments and improvements to the Reading Room.

12. Kenmore Kirk
Peter provided the following update on the Kenmore and District Trust and the Kenmore Kirk project.



13. Taymouth Castle Estate Liaison Group
Peter Ely ran through the minutes of the last TC liaison Group meeting on 10th March.  A copy of the minutes is attached:


The following additional items were also discussed at the KCC meeting:
Lack of progress on Kenmore Hotel re-opening and the conversion of Taymouth Trading into a pub.  TCE has confirmed that the original plan to re-develop the Kenmore Hotel as a boutique hotel is now being re-assessed in line with community feedback.  The re-assessment in terms of the utilities requirements is on-going, and it is therefore not possible to provide an estimated date for completion of the assessment at this time.  The Kenmore Hotel is also listed which brings additional complexity and adds to timescales.  
TCE is considering both the Kenmore Hotel & Taymouth Trading in terms of the large programme of works that are currently being undertaken which include house construction, infrastructure requirements in terms of access, electrical and water supply as well as pockets of restoration (The Dairy and East Wing of the Castle).  The infrastructure programme of works is invisible to the public but is extensive and essential to support future development.  
Mairi agreed to feedback these local community concerns to the TCE Management team.
Peter confirmed that TCE also has liaison meetings with 5 CCs in upper Tayside and is supporting projects in the wider community e.g. the Locus Centre in Aberfeldy and Fearnan Hall.  
14. Road Safety Group
Jon Iddon gave the following update:
Last site visit took place on 16th March 2026, with representatives of PKC Road safety team and visitor management.  The purpose was to discuss further parking issues in Acharn - principally at Edergoll and the Falls of Acharn. In respect to the Falls, we looked at this earlier this year but issues of planning we raised in relation to the scrubland adjacent to the burn.  The options discussed at the time were a tarmac surface, using hard core/gravel, or using the existing surface, with half logs to demarcate passing places. It was agreed we discuss with the Greenspace Team. This area is not part of the public highway but part of the Remony estate, as confirmed by the landowner.  If the proposal were to be accepted by Greenspace, there would be a potential to take the discussion further, however cost of the project might be a significant factor.
Other Road safety issues raised at/following the meeting are those of which Community Council members are fully aware:
· ‘Blind bend’ west of Acharn. Site of previous serious road traffic incident. 
· Potholes on C451.
· Safe crossing at Marina. 
· Passing places between the Marina and Garage Corner.
· Damage to road surface due to runoffs. Look to repair/clear culverts.
· Problems with signage that raise expectation.
· Road sign by Garage Corner illegible due to dirt.
· Crumbling wall by A827 at Balnaskeag. 
· Inappropriate parking on Clearway at Kenmore Beach.
· Wild camping Kenmore Beach.
· Flooding by public toilets.
· Pier Road to become one-way.
· Speed reduction through Dalerb.
· Speed reduction on the U177, concerns re flooding, road surface damage due to logging lorries turning at Peeler Gate.

15. Visitor Management
Frank Campbell (PKC) is responsible for Visitor Management (among a number of other things) at PKC and provided the following update:
Frank advised that a budget of £50k is available for Visitor Management in Northern Perthshire this year to cover staffing, vehicles, fuel, and Portaloos (not provided for Loch Tay due to availability of toilet block in Kenmore).  This equates to one visitor ranger (previously there were 8), one vehicle and eight portaloos.
Partnerships with Police and Fire Service Scotland have been reinstated to broaden the coverage available.  He acknowledged that Loch Tay does appear to receive less focus when compared to other areas in N Perthshire.  This is in part related to the fact that we are not in a National Park area and as a result the Loch Tay area does not receive any funding from Central Government.   
A number of initiatives are in place to try and address this:
· Direct phone number to control room 01738 477998.  Control room is staffed by Enforcement Officers between 7.45 and 21.00 7 days a week. 
· More targeted patrols
· Hi-Viz uniforms to try and prevent anti-social behaviour and encourage enforcement.
· Ian Rimmer highlighted camping issue at Acharn point during meeting on 16th March.  Frank is organising signs to discourage camping as too close to village.  These should be available shortly.
· Outdoor Access Guidance states that visitors should leave no trace.  Visitor rangers will try and enforce.
· Any anti-social/aggressive behaviour should be reported to the police.
· PKC Support and Enforcement team to provide additional support.
Frank confirmed that fires are not banned in this area (unlike Cairngorms National Park), but signs will be sited to tell people that care should be taken.  Fires are permitted for cooking only and should be controlled at all times. Any unattended or out of control fires should be reported to Scottish Fire Service.
John Duff gave some background on the budget situation.  He confirmed that the SNP had NO budget for Visitor Rangers.  Conservatives had £178k in the budget for this.  Lib Dems had £50k in the budget and came to an agreement with SNP which resulted in the Lib Dems receiving £1m for various projects including £50k for visitor rangers.  It is hoped that the PKC Support and Enforcement Team will be used to provide cover the short fall (1 ranger rather than 8), but John Duff is not confident that this will provide the required support.  John is planning to raise this important issue again to try and secure additional funds for Visitor Rangers.
Jon Iddon provided the following update:
The need for signage to discourage parking at Edergoll and the Falls of Acharn to advise visitors on more considerate and hopefully mitigate against previously reported tensions.
Wild camping at Acharn Beach has been highlighted as a problem with the close proximity of residential property.  Frank is organising signage to be sited at Acharn beach and road leading to the beach advising against wild camping.  Signage is due to ordered early April (No parking signs and various Visitor Management signs).  Other measures to restrict camping with the ensuing problems of litter, fouling and wildfires could be the siting of large logs where folk camp and the planting of gorse, brambles etc.
We are looking to hold another community litter pick on Saturday 2nd May. More information will be circulated very shortly and will be looking for volunteers.

16. Community Resilience Group
Jon Iddon provided the following update:
We have made further purchases from the recently awarded resilience grant:
· Four battery 1000W power packs £1596.00. Brings total to ten.
· Two rechargeable camping lights £39.94.
· Hand push salt/grit spreader £78.11. (For Acharn – stored at Old Mill).
· Six snow shovels £95.94.
Cost £1809.99.
Balance £357.84.
A hand push gritter, located at Taymouth Drive has been refurbished and returned.
Updated AED map shows devices at Crannog centre and the toilet block Kenmore Beach and	displayed on community notice boards. We have updated the Kenmore Emergency Plan, to include the new map.

17. Kenmore Brand
The new website for Explore Kenmore www.explorekenmore.co.uk is live. Facebook and Instagram pages are set up.  These will be used to share details of local events. Details of local businesses/accommodation are included on the website. A launch is being planned to give the social platforms a boost and to give all businesses in the area the opportunity to join.

18. Drummond Hill
Peter shared the following update provided by Jeannie Grant at Forestryandland.gov.scot
· The red trail is still closed, due to the harvesting works, which is hoped to be finished by next Monday. This has given us time to clear the trees hanging and on the trail after the last few storms. 
· Due to the heavy vehicles using the forest roads and the weather, there is a lot of damage. It is hoped to get these repaired after restrictions have been lifted for the exclusion zones. So, the red trail will be reopened but there will be a long rough section.
 
· With regards to the boar walk, most of it has had the trees removed. It is unlikely to remain part of our promoted path portfolio, as we cannot maintain it to a desirable and acceptable level. This however does not stop people walking the route once harvesting has finished. 
· Work has been done at the black rock viewpoint to clear encroaching young trees, and the seat has been oiled.

19. AOCB
Peter circulated details sent to Rural Scotland’s Community Councils.  The letter was looking for support looking to halt projects leading to the industrialisation of rural Scotland with a particular focus on alternative power sources.  It was agreed at the meeting that KCC would decline joining this initiative.
Memorial Stones
Concern has been raised around the PKC health and safety initiative to address unsafe memorial stones in graveyards.  John Duff confirmed that notices are put up in the graveyard 28 days prior to any inspection.  This process has been going on for some time but has now reached highland Perthshire.  If a headstone is deemed to be unsafe it will be laid down and the owner of the lair contacted if known.  Problems arise when the records of lair/plot ownership have not been updated.  In these cases, stickers are left on the headstones giving contact details for the PKC team. 
The owner can choose to reinstate the headstones at their own cost.  If no owner is found PKC will ‘socket’ the headstones which means a trench is dug to support the stone and the stone is replaced.  The downside is that the bottom part of the stone/inscription may be hidden below ground.
It was thought the initiative is necessary to prevent more children being killed/injured by headstones falling on them.  
20. Date of next meeting
The next KCC meeting will be held 11th June.
Page 2 of 2

Kenmore Kirk Purchase.docx


Kenmore Kirk Purchase/Charity Trust

Community Council agreed to purchase and set up appropriate Trust to take the development forward.

Position Last meeting:

Agreed approach: to follow Sarah Brown advice.ie Start with Max of 12 Trustees. That way it easier to change if in the future a wider membership is considered the way forward.

Minimum of three to start and get agreement with Oscar. Agreed Peter, Olive & Colin be the initial Trustees.

Grant from Griffin & Calliachar of £130 confirmed.

Since

· Grant Money in CC accounts



· Agreed trust Name: Kenmore & District Trust



· 1st April granted Charity status by OSCAR.



· Confirmed with SSE Griffen & Calliachar Fund that they are happy with the Trust as set up.



· Adding three additional Trustees: Stuart Arnott Joan Denton-Thompson & Garth Menzies. This will become official at our first official meeting which will be an AGM. Late April or early May.

Currently/In progress

· Creating a bank account in the name of the Trust. Funds will be transferred from CC accounts.



· Creating a Web page and addressing other Communication issues.

· Encouraging donors. Donations promised. Awaiting bank account to get charity relief.



· Planning for a Celebrity event when ownership completed.



· Need to sort out insurance, proving to be difficult. Hopefully, currently awaiting a response from a company that appears interested.



· Sort out inventory issues with CofS, waiting a long time for a response to our initial observations.



· Project Manager to be progressed at an appropriate point.



· No indication when it will be finalised with CofS. We are going to be allowed access on the 17th for a walk around.
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Taymouth Castle/Kenmore & District Community Council Liaison Meeting

Agenda 10th March 2026

Attendees K&DCC: Peter Ely, Carol May, Olive Munro. TC: Mairi McAdam



Kenmore Assets

1. Reassessment of the vision for the restoration and completion of listed, and at-risk Kenmore assets Taymouth Trading and Kenmore Hotel continues. 

2. Ballintaggart Food Truck – unfortunately this project is not being pursued at this time, it will be reviewed nearer the Summer.

3. TC, alongside K&DCC await updates from PKC about the Local Development Plan timeline in May, including Call for Sites which are under assessment internally with PKC.

Planning/Construction

4. Due to commencement of infrastructure and utilities enabling works for Housing Zone 2 in Newhall Woods, construction vehicles will be accessing the site directly off the A827 opposite Croft Moraig. This commenced on 6th March.

(aim not to impact traffic, and maintain safe entrance/splays – gate placed further back to avoid any back ups)

5. The West Gate access security base is being landscaped and a canopy added, with low level road lights to ensure safe crossing where the south estate path goes over the west access road.

6. Additionally, TC are pleased to advise that following the successful completion of the West Access Extension Road and Castle Link Road Civil Infrastructure within the Estate (Kenmore Side of the Estate) anticipated opening is end of March - trees are also being planted beside the path by the West Access.

7. Planning application submitted to PKC for temporary siting for an outdoor cooking tent has the support of PKC Planning and Flood teams. Decision expected end of March by Scottish Ministers following comments from SEPA. 

8. Amended maps for the new village information boards were shared, incorporating comments from KD&CC. These are expected to be installed in March. 

9. TC are still to discuss village signposts to e.g. Toilets, Parking; with PKC conservation officers, with designs planned to tie in with lampposts and a style fitting to Kenmore.

10. The change of use planning application for 61/103 units at Moness resort, to enable dual use, was validated at the end of Feb, and unanimously supported by Aberfeldy CC following their committee meeting on 3rd March. 



Fishing

11. The trout season commences 15th March 2026 (until 6th Oct 2026) and day permits will be available online. These are available for permanent local residents at a reduced price of £1 per day, and for those visiting the area for £12.50 per day. https://welcometotaymouth.com/as-trout-season-approaches/

TC will provide the village shop and courtyard shop with QR code to link to permit booking form.



Taymouth Castle

12. TC were delighted to provide insights into Field Sports to the KPS pupils, with a visit from our Deer Stalking and Gamekeeping teams.

13. The culinary team provided a cake decorating/patisserie and chocolate tempering workshop with S3 Practical Cookery pupils at Breadalbane Academy.

14. S2 Breadalbane Academy pupils are visiting Moness Resort as part of a business awareness course, to understand its Operations and facilities.

15. TC have been delighted to recently support Aberfeldy Women’s Rugby Club and the Aberfeldy Sports Club finishing, through Moness Resort

16. TC have been happy to support the Crannog Centre with further materials, ahead of their Crannog opening on 22nd May.

17. TC are working with Active Schools to deliver grassroots golf taster sessions in schools this term – and will support a Festival on 17th April at Aberfeldy Golf Club

18. TC have donated funds to support school trips at both Breadalbane Academy – to Poland, and Kenmore Primary School – activities.

19. The living archive is progressing well, and is in film edit phase, with completion expected by the end of Spring.

20. The next Community Newsletter will be delivered on the week commencing 30th March.



AOB

21. KCC invited TC to attend an upcoming meeting with PKC Visitor Management (Parking & Contingency) Mon 16th March; and with the PKC grass cutting team Tues 17th March.
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