 Minutes of the
Rhu and Shandon Community Council
11the February 2026
Location: Rhu and Shandon Parish Church

IN ATTENDANCE:

		RSCC							GUESTS

John McGall – Convener 	(JM)			Aileen Marshall, 10 Waters Edge Court, Rhu
David Lang – Treasurer 	(DL)			Donald Marshall, 10 Waters Edge Court, Rhu
Fiona Baker- 			(FB)			Annamarie Kelly, 3 Lagarie House, Rhu
Arnold Bretman		(AB)			Jim Crawford, Garden Cottage, Lagarie, Rhu
Alan David MacFadyen	(DM)
Rob Stuart			(RS)



1. APOLOGIES: 
Received from Scott Weir (SW) and Nick Barton (NB)

2. DECRALATIONS OF INTEREST: None
3. GUEST REPORTS
a: Reports from Police Scotland
From Constable Craig Cormack, Police Scotland:  The first report is in respect of our meeting on 10th December 2025 and covers the period 07/08/2025 to 8/10/2025 - There have been no reports regarding serious and organised crime, fraud, theft or vandalism. There were 6 Crime Reports (CR’s) relating to road safety and road crime, 1 CR for threatening and abusive behaviour, 4 CR’s for assault, 2 CR’s against police officers and 2 CR’s for online sexual extortion.
The report for the period 8/10/25 and 26/11/25 in summary is, there were 25 calls to the police but no reports regarding serious and organised crime.  There was 1 CR for fraud, no CR’s for theft or vandalism, 3 CR’s relating to road safety and road crime, 1 CR for threatening and abusive behaviour and 1 CR relating to communication offences.
NO REPORTS RECEIVED FROM HMNB CLYDE AND MDP 
4. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 10TH DECEMBER 2025
The minutes were accepted as a true record. Proposed by FB and seconded by AB

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM DECEMBER 10th MEETING
a. Response to advertising for new members: 
A warm welcome was given to Aileen Marshall and Annamarie Kelly who had responded to our Facebook plea for new members.  They were invited to the meeting to take in the working of the Community Council and will be Co-opted at our next meeting in April. 

a. Defibrillator Signs:  I have checked and can find no response from Jackie Baillie. I will double check and may have to write to her again. – 			ACTION JM.
  
b. Cutting back of bushes on Shore Road at Maidstone Road, Shandon: This work was carried out in December – matter closed.


c. Feedback identifying any outbreaks of knotweed – none received. Unfortunately, there has been insufficient time to scrutinise the knotweed folder and hopefully the sites of knotweed have already been mapped.  Volunteers may be required to check the hot spots again. This matter is carried over until our next meeting		ACTION JM 

6. Planning Matters:
There was no planning report.  
a. Jim Crawford asked if we had received any reply from a letter which we said we would send to the Reporter’s Office, Edinburgh inquiring; “How long does the Planning Inspectors Appeal Report Ref. P/PPA/SH/137 dated 05/02/1989 remain valid?”  FB apologised stating the letter is yet to be sent but promised it will be attended to asap.							ACTION FB

b. It was noted that a letter sent to A&BC Planners on 04/01/2026 regarding a review of the Blairvadach Development had not received an acknowledgement or reply.  As this appears to be one of several letters sent out recently without a reply, and given the inaccessibility of the formed secretary’s e-mails, now we have access to the CC computer we will need to double check and address any outstanding correspondence asap.  						ACTION JM

7. OTHER MATTERS

a. Forestry and related issues report: Rob Stuart has sent an e-mail to Jackie Baillie, MSP, regarding a proposed meeting with Gresham House to discuss their prospectus.  He felt there was little benefit in it for the C.C.  To date no reply has been received. Fiona Baker and Audrey Baird have taken up the invitation.  

Timber Haulage report: No Timber Transport report due to the fact timber logging ceased on 09/09/2025 and the logging machinery removed from site.  A quantity of cut wood is still stockpiled on the hill and periodically a timber lorry takes a load down. 

It was noted that Mike Page, Scottish Woodlands and Highlandman & Torr’s Forest Manager, has failed to reply to an email sent on 19/09/25 regarding flooding and silt coming down Station Road. (See 6b above)

b. Environmental & Infrastructure Report including Traffic Surveys:
20mph limit in Rhu and Shandon - Response from Raymond Kane
Raymond Kane's team are currently preparing to take the speed review proposals to the Helensburgh and Lomond Elected Members in the coming weeks. Following this, they plan to organise engagement sessions with Elected Members and Community Council representatives to discuss the proposals in more detail. Expect to share further information on these sessions shortly.
Engagement at this stage will be limited to Community Council representatives. The wider community will be consulted on the temporary proposals after implementation and prior to any consideration of permanent changes.

Post Meeting Note:  Raymond Kane, Project Manager, Roads & Infrastructure has arranged a meeting on 2nd March 2026 at the Marriage Suit, Helensburgh & Lomond Civic Centre to consult with Community Council members on this matter.

Flooding, Drains & Roads 
Progress being made on majority of drainage issues in Rhu and Shandon.  This follows positive meeting with Victoria Adams from MOD, David Lang (R&SCC), Hugh O'Neill (Network and Standards Manager, Roads and Infrastructure Services A&BC), George Morrison (A&BC Roads Team).  If any issues with flooding not being addressed by A&BC / others report these to David Lang.  

Major flooding issues being tracked in wider A&BC flood tracking - this will dictate where major capital investments needed.  Hugh O'Neill to share with David Lang hot spots in Rhu and Shandon. 

Retarmac of rest of Shore Rd - will be completed in next few months (April). Next -step: - George Morrison will confirm exact date.
c. Feedback from Helensburgh Strategic Development Framework: FB stated she had this matter in hand and her report is not due until May 2026.  	ACTION FB
d. Update from Kelsey Hoppe regarding proposed Resilience Plan:  
Kelsey submitted a comprehensive report detailing the work she had carried out since December and her future projects.  This involved reviewing many strategic partners existing resilience templates, materials, emergency guidance and coastal flooding risks.   

During February and March, she plans to meet with key local organisations to understand their preparedness arrangements and how they support this work, including Rhu Primary School; Blairvadach Outdoor Centre; HMNB Clyde; Wilson’s of Rhu; ABCAN; other Community Councils and relevant organisations. 

This work is developing into a community-wide campaign for release in May which involves Know. Prepare. Act. – for a resilient Rhu & Shandon.  Know: People in Rhu & Shandon knowing the risks, information sources and local support networks. Prepare: People putting simple and realistic arrangements in place in advance and Act: People responding calmly, safely and in coordination with others. 

An invitation was received from Cove & Kilcreggan Community Council to their Flooding ‘Drop -In’ session on Saturday 14th February 2026 between 1000 – 1230 hrs. in Cove Burgh Hall. 								ACTION JM

e. Place Plans – This report is being prepared and will be presented in June 2026.										ACTION FB & NB

f. Beach Cleans:  Clare Dickson has stated she would be willing to carry on supporting R&SCC with the beach cleans. She intends keeping the day and timings to a Saturday at 10 am to avoid confusion.  Elizabeth Lambert, from plastic free Helensburgh, asked if we would join in on an initiative called The Big Clyde Clean Up where they are encouraging different groups to pick on the same day.  Therefore, we have made the date of our first litter pick on Saturday 14th March 2026 at 10am at Ardencaple Beach, which is the extent of our involvement.  Other dates: Saturday 4th April – Rhu Beach; Saturday 9th May – Ardencaple Beach; Saturday 6th June – Rhu Beach; July date yet to be determined; Saturday 8th August – Ardencaple Beach; Saturday 12th September – Rhu Beach.  Enquiries are being made to purchase a replacement banner which will show alternatively Rhu Bay Beach or Ardencaple Beach.
ACTION JM

g. Rhu & Shandon Community Trust -Lover’s Lane:  
The project to repair the drainage and resurface Lover’s Lane is now completed and the Trust declared it an outstanding success which will ensure residents and visitors use of the lane safely for many years to come.  RS, Trust Deputy Chair supplied members with a Lover’s Lane QR code to observe the before and after pictures of the Lane. The transformation is amazing!  Many thanks go to all who volunteered their services, everyone who donated funds and the District Access Trust for the signage.
   
h. Helensburgh Library:  An email was received from Janette Brown asking for help and support for the library. A&BC has a statutory obligation to provide communities with libraries and it is widely known they are critical for helping give children the best life chance, tackling loneliness and social isolation and supporting good health and wellbeing – all of which aligns with the A&BC Local Outcome Improvement Plan priority of Community Wellbeing.
The committee agreed unanimously that public libraries are essential to every community and we will support Helensburgh Library’s retention within the purpose built building in West King Street.  A letter of support will be submitted.       ACTION JM

i. Memorial Bench for Jean Cook:  It was unanimously agreed in principle that R&SCC should purchase a memorial bench in Jean Cook’s memory.   One site suggested suitable was at Rhu Playing Park as there is a need for a bench there and Jean loved children.  Another suggestion was on the walkway on A814 where the new fence has been erected at Rhu Bay.  However, concern was expressed, because this site is a very busy cycle path/footpath it may cause an obstruction and create a dangerous precedent. This matter will be caried over to our next meeting.				

j. CPG Transport Helensburgh and Lomond Group
This item was discussed previously (last August) and the CPG members told the Council we thought there should be community input rather than just the Council’s views.  This item has just resurfaced and Lindsay young, Vice Chair of the CPG is the lead. It appears this item was forgotten about with no one specifically tasked to respond.  It was agreed that RSCC should make a response but no one volunteered to lead on this matter and therefore the matter will be carried over and reviewed asap. 

8. Treasurers Report: Little activity in the accounts other than two service charges and Heart Helensburgh generously donating £102.67 worth of light swords used at the Christmas event.  It was also agreed to give £750 donation for Lovers Lane to R&SCT which leaves the balance in our account at £3,005.11.

Measures are being sought to remove Jean Cook from R&SCC bank account authorisation list with the Bank of Scotland and be replaced by Rob Stuart.  

9. Correspondence: 
a. Councillor Maurice Corry has informed us that the contractor Sutcliff Play will start works at Rhu Play Park week commencing 23rd February 2026.  There will be requirement at times to close the park for safety reasons while work is ongoing.

b. British Red Cross have a recruitment campaign this month looking for volunteers to join them. A copy of their poster will be displayed in our Notice Board.

c. Councillor Iain Shonny Paterson has arranged for Ashley Mackayn, Contract and Demand Management Officer to give a presentation on the Community Benefits Scheme. The meeting will take place on 18th February 2026 at 7 pm.  Anyone wishing to participate please pass your details onto Shonny and he will send out teams invites.

d. Webinar for Community Councils – Local Governance Review- online via Microsoft Teams will take place on Wednesday 25th February between 6 and 7.30 pm. Where the Scottish Government Local Governance team will be providing an update on Democracy Matters policy development and to take any questions on the process and next steps.

e. Invitation -on behalf of Garelochhead Support Trust, please find attached an invitation to all Community Planning members to a “working lunch” on 9th March. RSVP is to Melody Grayson at melony@garelochheadsupporttrust.com
10. Councillor’s Reports:  No Reports received
11. Public Questions: None.
12. Members Reports: None
13. AOB:
a. CC decided a letter of thanks should be sent out to Hugh O’Neill, (Network and Standards Manager, Roads and Infrastructure Services A&BC) congratulating him on having the new fence erected on the A814 at Rhu Bay.  					ACTION JM

b. CC decided a letter of thanks should be sent out to Heart Helensburgh thanking them for their generous donation of £102.67 worth of light swords used at the Christmas event.
ACTIION: SW & JM

c. Announcement of Resignation: Community Councillor David MacFadyen has formally announced that he will not be seeking re-election at the meeting scheduled for June 2026. David has served as a member of the Community Council for the past two years. During this time, his dedication and valuable contributions have been greatly appreciated by the Council and the wider community. The Community Council extends its sincere thanks to David for his commitment and wishes him every success in his future endeavours.
  
14. Date of Next Meeting:  

Wednesday 8th April 2026 at 7 pm in Rhu Parish Church Hall
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