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Rhu And Shandon Community <rhuandshandoncc@gmail.com>

Commercial Forest Creation at Letrault and Stuckenduff
Emma.Gray@forestry.gov.scot <Emma.Gray@forestry.gov.scot> 21 December 2023 at 17:41
To: secretary@rhuandshandoncommunity.org
Cc: Cameron.Maxwell@forestry.gov.scot

Jean

Thank you for your email and letter of 17th December 2023

 

To address your concerns in the letter:

 

Can you describe how public access has been prevented?   We couldn’t see any obvious impediments to access when we visited
the site.

 

1. Archaeology

 

The concerns raised around archaeology have now addressed through discussions between Scottish Forestry and Scottish
Woodlands and some further archaeological advice obtained by Scottish Woodlands.  We’re satisfied that all the archaeological
features have now been identified and appropriately buffered to protect them from operations.

 

 

2. Water

 

Scottish Forestry is satisfied that the ground preparation and establishment of woodland on the site  will not bring about an
increased risk of flooding.  Although I appreciate it may look like linear cultivation from a distance, in fact the ground preparation
carried out is by continuous mounder.  This does not create a linear channel and will not increase water flow down the hill. 

 

Mature woodlands can take up significant volumes of water and it is likely that the site will become drier rather than wetter over
time.  Conifer woodlands take up and transpire more water, because of their generally greater size and the fact that the trees are
physiologically active for most of the year.  In a wider sense, there is some evidence that suggests woodlands provide natural
flood management The role of woodland in flood control: a landscape perspective (forestresearch.gov.uk)

 

For the road construction (and quarries) environmental impact assessment, Scottish Forestry is in the final stages of assessing this
proposal and is speaking to Scottish Woodlands in relation to the outstanding issues.   

 

From the due diligence phase, peatland was assessed and removed from the planting scheme as per the UK Forestry Standard. 
This is something we will check on as the ground preparation works progress.

 

We visited the top reservoir, which is clear as is the water running into it.  The burn adjacent to the recently felled larch is also
running clear and the harvesting operations have been carried out to a good standard.

 

We will re-visit this area in January.

https://cdn.forestresearch.gov.uk/2022/02/woodland_flood_control_iale_paper_2006.pdf
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Insecticide isn’t used in new woodland creation as there isn’t a weevil presence on the ground to protect against.

 

3. Movement of forestry vehicles, construction materials and timber

 

There is an agreed timber transport management plan in conjunction with Argyll & Bute Council and Scottish Woodlands:
Highlandman's Wood (argyll-bute.gov.uk) .  Scottish Forestry dealt with the principle of the appropriateness of timber
transport when assessing the woodland creation proposal itself.  We asked Scottish Woodlands to provide detailed information on
the likely volumes and timings of timber produced from the new woodland to assess these in conjunction with likely future timber
volumes from Highlandman’s wood.  We were satisfied that the additional timber volumes would be accommodated within the
existing restrictions and conditions applied under the current timber transport management plan.  This is in part because, timber
from the new woodland will be harvested over different time periods from Highlandman’s wood.

 

Scottish Forestry, through the Scottish Government’s Strategic Timber Transport Fund, has provided funding to investigate the
feasibility of an alternative timber haul route for both the new woodland and Highlandman’s wood.

 

The woodland creation proposal approved by Scottish Forestry has not changed and Scottish Woodlands are now carrying out the
operations to deliver that.  Scottish Forestry have inspected the ground preparation works being carried out and will continue to
monitor the works as they progress and act on any non-compliant practices should they occur.

 

4. Tree species selection

 

The selection of species has been approved through the EIA and FGS process (2021). The broadleaf/native component of the
proposal,  will use the numerous native species you mentioned.   The tree species planted are chosen for their appropriateness for
the woodland type that is being created.  We provided a general breakdown of the planting on the site in our email of 7 may 21.

Requested next steps

Scottish Forestry approved this woodland creation proposal in 2021 and there has been no change in the project.  All the work has
to be carried out to the UK Forestry Standard and we will be visiting the site periodically to check that the work is being carried
out to that standard.

 

Kind regards, Emma

Emma Gray

Operations Manager

Argyll, Loch Lomond & Trossachs National Park

Perth & Argyll Conservancy

 

Scottish Forestry, Millpark Road, Oban, PA34 4BH

 

T: 07747 762654| e: emma.gray@forestry.gov.scot

 

BRAVE values are the roots that underpin Scottish Forestry, to create a workplace where our staff,
and the people we work with, feel valued, supported and respected.

 

https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2023-10/ATTG-TTMP-Highlandmans-Wood-rev4.pdf
https://forestry.gov.scot/our-people
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Be professional, Respect others, Act with honesty and integrity, Value teamwork and collaboration and Encourage
innovation and creativity.

 

 

Scottish Forestry is the Scottish Government agency responsible for forestry policy, support and regulation.

 

 

 

 

From: Secretary of Rhu and Shandon Community Council <secretary@rhuandshandoncommunity.org>
Sent: Sunday, December 17, 2023 11:17 PM
To: Emma Gray <Emma.Gray@forestry.gov.scot>; Cameron Maxwell <Cameron.Maxwell@forestry.gov.scot>
Cc: Laura Freeland <laura.freeland74@gmail.com>; Thomas Baylem <thomasbaylem@gmail.com>; John McGall
<john.mcgall1@btinternet.com>; Jeannette Loram <jeannette.Loram@gmail.com>; Sally Grummitt
<silviusmedia@gmail.com>; Alastair Moore <amholdings@ymail.com>; Susan Castle <susanjanecastle@gmail.com>;
Jean Cook <shandonjean@gmail.com>; Jim Duncan <jim.duncan@icloud.com>; Arnold Bretman
<bretman.rhu@btinternet.com>; robert stuart (home email) <robertcstuart@protonmail.com>;
Nick.barton2@btinternet.com; Maurice Corry <Maurice.Corry@argyll-bute.gov.uk>; Mark Irvine <mark.irvine@argyll-
bute.gov.uk>; Iain Shonny Paterson <IainShonny.Paterson@argyll-bute.gov.uk>; Baillie J (Jackie), MSP
<jackie.baillie.msp@parliament.scot>
Subject: Commercial Forest Creation at Letrault and Stuckenduff

 

Please find attached our current thoughts on the situation at Letrault and Stuckenduff.

[Quoted text hidden]

 

************************************************************
*********************************
This email has been received from an external party and has been swept for the presence of
computer viruses.
************************************************************
********************************

************************************************************
*****************************************

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) may contain confidential or privileged information
and  is intended solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or
distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the email,
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government and Scottish Forestry may be monitored or recorded in order to
secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions contained within this
e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government or Scottish Forestry.

***************************************************************************************************

https://forestry.gov.scot/
https://forestry.gov.scot/
mailto:secretary@rhuandshandoncommunity.org
mailto:secretary@rhuandshandoncommunity.org
mailto:laura.freeland74@gmail.com
mailto:thomasbaylem@gmail.com
mailto:john.mcgall1@btinternet.com
mailto:jeannette.Loram@gmail.com
mailto:silviusmedia@gmail.com
mailto:amholdings@ymail.com
mailto:susanjanecastle@gmail.com
mailto:shandonjean@gmail.com
mailto:jim.duncan@icloud.com
mailto:bretman.rhu@btinternet.com
mailto:robertcstuart@protonmail.com
mailto:Nick.barton2@btinternet.com
mailto:Maurice.Corry@argyll-bute.gov.uk
mailto:Maurice.Corry@argyll-bute.gov.uk
mailto:mark.irvine@argyll-bute.gov.uk
mailto:mark.irvine@argyll-bute.gov.uk
mailto:mark.irvine@argyll-bute.gov.uk
mailto:IainShonny.Paterson@argyll-bute.gov.uk
mailto:IainShonny.Paterson@argyll-bute.gov.uk


24/01/2024, 15:21 Gmail - Commercial Forest Creation at Letrault and Stuckenduff

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=5c44f1ffb1&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:1785914211799171769&simpl=msg-f:17859142117991… 4/4

image001.png
17K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=5c44f1ffb1&view=att&th=18c8d783719c82b9&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=5c44f1ffb1&view=att&th=18c8d783719c82b9&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw

